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Is the third time the 
charm? 

Ryerson University an- 

nounced plans Wednesday 
to bolster its presence in 
Brampton, by planning a fu- 
ture medical school within 
Ss the city limits. 
» The announcement, made 
Wednesday morning at the 
city's regular council meet- 
ing, would see the city fund 
$1 million as part of a pro- 
posal for a future site that 
will be developed by the 
university and submitted to 
= the province. 

The city's funding comes 
in the wake of the university 
announcing this past March 
that it would pursue a pro- 
posal after the province an- 
nounced a planning grant, 
we While Ryerson president 
# Mohamed Lachemi said the 
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proposed school would 
boost the university's ap- 
proach to health education 
with a focus on primary 
care. 

“We are grateful for this 
show of support,” Lachemi 
said during a presentation 
made to. city council 
Wednesday morning. “The 
new medical school will not 
only dramatically enhance 
the healthcare system in 
Brampton, it will also build 
a foundation for a diverse 
pool of talent to thrive in 
healthcare and healthcare- 
related sectors across our 
province.” 

The announcement pres- 
ents the latest move in the 
university to bolster its 
presence in the city, after an 
attempt to build a post-sec- 
ondary campus in 2018 and 
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The nursing lab in Ryerson's Daphne Cockwell Health Sciences Complex, as rane in an undated photo. The City 
of Brampton said Wednesday that it would commit $1 million in funding to a proposal by the university for a 
medical school, which would be submitted to the province. (Ryerson University/Tom Arban). 


subsequent launches of cy- 
bersecurity and tech startup 
programs over the past two 
years. 

The proposed school, said 
Brampton Mayor Patrick 
Brown, would act as a new 
long-term approach to alle- 
viating hallway healthcare 
and overcrowding in some 
of the city's busiest hospi- 
tals, which have been a 
focus of council over the 
past term. 

"We welcome the expan- 
sion of more postsecondary 
opportunities to meet the 
needs of Brampton’s young, 
diverse and rapidly-growing 
community... COVID-19 has 
intensified our need for eq- 
uitable health care serv- 
ices,” said Brown. 
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Kitchener, Mississauga men charged in connection with homicide case 


A 24 year-old 
Kitchener man 
and a 21 year- 
old Mississauga 
man have been 
charged in con- 
nection with the 
death of a 22 
year-old woman 
last month in 
the Ninth Line 
area. 

The arrests 
stem from an in- 
cident on June 
9, around 11:40 
p-m. in the 
Ninth Line and 
Burnhamthorpe 
Road area, when 
authorities re- 
sponded to a re- 
port of a 
shooting. 

Upon arriving, 
first responders 
located 22 year- 
old Marissa 
Radstake, of 
Walkerton, who 
was found suf- 
fering from gun- 
shot wounds ina 
parking lot near 
a business. 

Radstake suc- 
cumbed to her 


injuries at the 
scene. 

A later investi- 
gation revealed 
two persons of 
interest, and on 
Monday (July 
5), 21 year-old 
Kadir Aidarus, 
of Mississauga, 
and 24 year-old 
Richard Wuol, 
of Kitchener 
were _ arrested 
and charged 
with first-degree 
murder. 
According to 
police, both of 
the suspects 
were known to 
authorities, with 
Aidarus on fed- 
eral parol and 
wearing a moni- 
toring device at 
the time of the 


incident. 
Aidarus was 
noted as cur- 


rently serving a 
cumulative sen- 
tence of 2 years, 
2 months and 15 
days since 2019 
for offences in- 
cluding robbery, 


using an imita- 
tion firearm, 
disguise with in- 
tent and failing 
to comply with a 
recognizance, 
for incidents 
that occurred in 
Halton Region. 
“This was a cal- 
lous act of vio- 
lence which 


resulted in an- 


other life being 
taken from fam- 
ily and _ loved 
ones. I am 
thankful that 
our investiga- 
tors swiftly 
brought resolve 
to this tragedy,” 
said Peel Police 
Chief Nishan 
Duraiappah. 
“Unfortu- 


nately, it also 
serves as an- 
other demon- 
stration of the 
risk created 


when dangerous 
offenders are re- 
leased into our 
communities to 
serve sentences. 
We need to do 
more to prevent 
these realities.” 


Both men ap- 
peared in 
Brampton court 
on July 5 to an- 


swer to the 
charges. 
Anyone” with 


additional infor- 
mation regard- 
ing the case is 


asked to. call 
(905) 453-2121, 
ext. 3205. 
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Mary Simon appointed new Governor General 


by Peel Weekly News Staff 


Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau an- 
nounced Tuesday that 
Inuk leader Mary 
Simon would _ be 
Canada's 30th gover- 
nor-general. She will 
be the first Indigenous 
woman in the country 
to play this role. 

Announcing the ap- 
pointment at the Cana- 
dian Museum _ of 
History near Parlia- 
ment Hill, Trudeau 
said that, “Canada is a 
place defined by the 
people. People here 
take care of those 
around them, who 
work tirelessly to build 
a better future. In 
other words, people 
like Mary Simon.” 

Trudeau added that 
today, 154 years later, 
the country has taken a 
historic step. “At the 
moment, it 1s unthink- 


able to put a better 
person in this posi- 
tion,” Trudeau said 
during a press confer- 
ence. 

Once appointed, 
Simon will be Canada's 
second-highest-rank- 
ing federal official after 
the Queen. According 
to information pro- 
vided by Trudeau's of- 
fice, Simon will be 
appointed to the post 
soon, as the Queen has 
signaled approval of 
the announcement. 

Simon, meanwhile, 
introduced herself to 
Inuktitut and thanked 
Trudeau and_ the 
Queen for their faith in 
her. Simon previously 
worked with CBC 
North as a radio host, 
and has since served as 
chair of the Inuit 
Tapiriit Kanatami and 
National Inuit Educa- 


tion Committee. 

The job at Rideau 
Hall opened up in Jan- 
uary after former as- 
tronaut Julie Payette 
resigned her post as 
vice-regal amid a con- 
troversy over her treat- 
ment of staff. 


Trudeau faced criti- 
cism for his appoint- 
ment of Payette and 
his decision to disband 
the federal advisory 
committee established 
to vet prospective can- 
didates. 


Speed enforcement cameras go live, with more to follow 


by Alex Gregory 

Residents in neighbour- 
hoods in Ward 5 and 8 in 
Mississauga may be able to 
breathe easier, as the long- 
planned Automated Speed 
Enforcement (ASE) cam- 
eras went live on Tuesday 
morning. 

The new cameras, which 
seek to curb drivers who 
exceed the speed limit in 
community safety zones, 
are now operational in the 
Morning Star Drive (be- 
tween Lancaster and 
Netherwood) and Sawmill 
Valley (between Folkwa 
and Grosvenor) areas, with 
additional cameras set to 
go online later this year. 

The two operational cam- 
eras will rotate monthly to 
new locations, and will au- 
tomatically track and take a 
photo of drivers speeding 
in the area. 

Upon manual review bya 
provincial offences officer, 
a ticket can be issued with 
a set fine based on the vehi- 
cle’s rate of speed. 

“We have taken another 
important step towards im- 
proving road safety,” 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie 
said Wednesday morning 


Digital Newspaper at a regular council meet- 


ing. “We know that speed- 
ing can have terrible conse- 
quences and we must, as a 
city, take action to get mo- 
torists to slow down.” 
Tickets are issued to the 
owner of the vehicle re- 
gardless of who was driv- 
ing. No demerit points will 
be issued and the regis- 


tered owner’s driving 
record will not be im- 
pacted. 


New zones planned for 
ASE cameras include Old 
Derry Road near Second 
Line West (Ward 11), 
Whitehorn Avenue (Ward 


6), Cedar Creek Drive 
(Ward 3) and Mississauga 
Valley Boulevard (Ward 4). 
In total, 20 cameras are 
planned to be installed in 
the city by the end of the 
year, with signage being 
posted in each location no- 
tifying residents of the 
cameras. 

In a statement, the city 
said it would monitor the 
rollout of the program to 
help inform future phases, 
including the possibility of 
putting cameras on differ- 
ent types of roadways. 

The City will monitor the 


success of the ASE rollout 
to help plan for future 
phases of the program. 
This could include in- 
stalling additional cameras 
and putting cameras on 
different types of roadways. 
“ASE is an important tool 
in our road safety toolkit. It 
helps reduce speeding, 
frees up law enforcement 
resources and _ raises 
awareness about the need 
to slow down,” said the 
city’s transportation com- 
missioner, Geoff Wright.” 
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Six-year race to pensions holds key to writ drop in upcoming elections 


Flora 


Canada's midterm 
parliamentary elec- 
tions are likely to be 
held on Sep. 20 or 
25. Or will it be a 
month later? 


Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau is 
trying to take advan- 
tage of his popular- 
ity to form a 
majority govern- 
ment. Without ques- 
tion, election results 
are being deter- 
mined by how gov- 
ernments handle 
COVID-19. 

Trudeau's _han- 
dling of the pan- 
demic has_ been 
adequate, further 
enhancing Liberal 
chances of retaining 
power and obtaining 
a possible majority 
government. 

Just as PM 
Trudeau is ordering 
the vaccine, so is the 
second dose freely 
available after the 
first, and the virus is 
so well controlled 
that the credit goes 
to the Liberal gov- 
ernment. 

Now they are 
watching the mood 
of the people and 
will conduct various 


Surjit Singh b 


surveys to decide 
whether the elec- 
tions will be held in 
September or Octo- 
er. 

It's unarguably not 
because Trudeau's 
administration has 
been perfect — and 
with more than a 
few flip flops, mind 
you. It's more be- 
cause the Liberal 
Party is the only re- 
ally electable party 
in Canada right now. 

The Conservatives, 
Official Opposition, 
are slowly but surely 
descending into 
cloud cuckoo land. 

Erin O'Toole has- 
n't really done much 
of anything to get 
the people fired up, 
except spout the 
usual "Carbon Tax 
Bad!" "Trudeau 
Dumb!" and "Drill, 
Baby, Drill!" talking 
points that do well in 
native Alberta but 
not so well outside of 
the prairies. 

And his views on 
residential schools 
and our First Na- 
tions peoples in gen- 
eral are... well, less 
than tasteful, to say 
the least. 

The Bloc Quebe- 


cois, the _ third- 
largest party in 
Parliament, are a 


non-entity outside of 
Quebec. And that's 
by design. 

The BQ represents 


Quebec __ interests 
and Quebec inter- 
ests exclusively. 

The NDP, the 
fourth-largest party 
in Parliament, is 
going through an ex- 
istential crisis at the 
moment. At one 
time, they were 
clearly differentiated 
from the Liberals as 
more of a solid-left 
party. ; 

However, since 
Jack Layton's death, 
the NDP has drifted 
closer and closer to 
the Liberals, to the 
point where their 
positions on most is- 
sues are more or less 
identical nowadays. 

The Liberals have 
the wind at their 
backs, having 
bought all the votes 
they could through a 
demented, 
overblown and 
largely misdirected 
subsidy program 
(personal and corpo- 
rate), and purchased 
the goodwill — of 
whatever was left of 
the Canadian free 
press a few years be- 
fore that through a 
taxpayer-funded, 
$615 million corpo- 
rate welfare pro- 
gram. 

The ice is theirs; 
you will not find a 
Canadian news out- 
let raising a seri- 
ously embarrassing 
issue against the 
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government at pres- 
ent (unless it has no 
chance of going any- 
where like the WE 
scandal, which 
makes for an accept- 
able sideshow, but is 
mostly a_ distrac- 
tion). 

If Trudeau calls the 
election in Septem- 
ber, many current 
ministers and MPs 
will not be running, 
since many have al- 
ready said they will 
resign their present 
government _posi- 
tions, and many will 
altogether retire 
from politics. 

If the election oc- 
curs before Oct. 25, 
there will be 142 
such MPs, including 
several Canadian 
ministers. Those 
who won the elec- 
tions for the first 
time in 2015 will be 
deprived of govern- 
ment benefits such 
as Canada pension if 
they lose the elec- 
tion. 

NDP leader Jag- 
meet Singh said the 
time was not right 
for the election, 
adding that he 
would stand by the 
government in all its 
aspects, while Justin 
Trudeau hoped the 
NDP would oppose 
it and stand up to 
Canadians. 

The NDP will now 
say that we are not 


eo 


in favour of holding 
elections, but it has 
now become a com- 
pulsion. 

Jagmeet Singh's 
political maneuver- 
ing is actually touch- 
ing the hearts of the 
people, and his pop- 
ularity has skyrock- 
eted. 

If the NDP under- 
mines the Liberal 
Party's vote bank, it 
may happen in the 
coming _ elections. 
The Liberals may 
again not get a ma- 
jority. Justin 
Trudeau wants the 
general public and 
business people to 
remember the mil- 
lions of dollars they 
paid in the Covid-19 
pandemic, not to be 
forgotten later, so 
now is the right time 
for elections. If the 
straw polls are in his 
favour, the federal 
election will be an- 
nounced on August 
15 and culminate on 
September 20. 

Canada's major 
parties are fully pre- 
pared for the elec- 
tions, and almost all 
have completed 
nominations except 
for a few seats. The 
biggest question is 
for the 142 MPs who 
will be six years old 
on Oct. 19, who won 
the election for the 
first time on Oct. 19, 
2015. 
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Among those com- 
pleting the six-year 
term on October 19 
are 92 MPs, includ- 
ing 23 Liberal minis- 
ters, 31 from the 
Conservatives, nine 
from Bloc Quebe- 
cois, nine from the 
NDP, and three in- 


dependent MPs. 
Every MP must 
complete six years to 


get the full related 
pensions and retire- 
ment benefits. 

Most people are 
also speculating that 
the government has 
provided more facil- 
ities until September 
to keep people 
happy until the elec- 
tions. 

Sources also said 
that if the Prime 
Minister cares about 
his 92 MPs to com- 
plete the six-year 
term, he will an- 
nounce the polls in 
late September or 
the first week of Oc- 
tober, and the polls 
could be held on 
Monday, Oct. 25. 

The Prime Minis- 
ter is also afraid that 
the situation will 
spiral out of control 
again with the ad- 
vent of the third or 
fourth COVID-19 
wave and the new 
Delta variant. It's an 
interesting dynamic. 

Don't let summer 
tune you out. Watch 
this space. 
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Brampton bolsters Ryerson proposal for med school 


Continued from Pg 1 


“The (school) 
will ensure that 
the next genera- 
tion of health care 
practitioners can 
train locally in our 
city, in programs 
like disease pre- 
vention and 
health promotion, 
home care, and 
acute care hospi- 
tal services. His- 
torically, 
Brampton has not 
received its fair 
share of funding 
in health care 
services resulting 
in hospital over- 


crowding and 
hallway medicine. 

An investment 
gives the city an 
opportunity to 
change that,” said 
Brown. 

The proposed 
medical — school 
marks the latest in 
a series of pushes 
for Ryerson to ex- 
pand its ties to the 
city. 


An _ anticipated 


satellite campus, 
which would have 
been located in 
the city’s down- 
town core near the 
corner of Church 
and Mill Street, 


next to the Bram- 
pon GO station, 
was cancelled 
after the province 
pulled funding for 
the project in 
2018, prompting 
both Ryerson and 
the city to explore 
additional meth- 
ods of bolstering 
the university’s 
presence. 

The province 
also cancelled 
funding for two 
other proposed 
campuses, which 
would have been 
located in 
Markham and 
Milton. 

At the time, 
Brown told Peel 
Weekly News in 
an Oct. 30, 2018 
interview that the 
“previously 
funded _ satellite 
campus was the 
bare minimum the 
province could do 
to provide help 
and opportunities 
to young people in 
Brampton... I be- 


lieve Brampton 
deserves a_ full 
university, not 


just a small satel- 
lite campus.” 


Though a defi- 
nite timeline for 
delivery of the 
proposal wasn’t 
given, Ryerson 
representatives 
said they remain 
“on-track” to de- 
liver the proposal 
within the next 18 
to 24 months. 

The city also said 
in a_ statement 
Wednesday 
evening that they 
will work with the 
university to iden- 
tify locations for 
the proposed 
school, referenc- 
ing the Innovation 
District, the cur- 


rent site of the 
Rogers Cyberse- 
cure Catalyst, 


which is operated 
by the university. 

A round of com- 
munity consulta- 
tions have been 
completed, said 
the —_ university, 
noting that it 
plans to engage 
stakeholders in 
the city and Peel 
Region. 
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Witnesses sought after 
attempted shooting 


22 ~=Division’s 
Criminal Investi- 
gation Bureau 
are looking for 
leads in connec- 
tion with an at- 
tempted 
shooting that oc- 
curred on 
Canada Day. 

Police were 
called after an 
unidentified 
number of indi- 
viduals located 
in the _ Black- 
thorn Lane and 
Centre Street 
North area were 
watching fire- 
works in the 
driveway of their 
home, from 
10:30-10:45 
p-m., when they 
heard the sound 
of glass break- 
ing. 

Upon looking 
around, they dis- 
covered a hole in 
the front wind- 
shield of their 
car, with a bullet 
in the front 


driver seat. 

Police are ap- 
pealing to the 
public in locat- 
ing any surveil- 
lance video or 
witnesses _ that 
were in that area 
who may have 


captured the 
shooting __inci- 
dent or have in- 
formation that 
could assist with 
this investiga- 
tion. 


It is believed 
that the suspect 
fired the shot 
from a distance 
away. 

The incident is 
not believed to 
be targeted, and 
no one was in- 
jured as a result 
of the incident, 
according to po- 
lice. 

Anyone’ with 
information is 
asked to call 22 


Division at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 
2233. 
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Peel marks vaccine stories 
in new campaign 


Real Peel, real 
voices. 

The Region of 
Peel launched a 
new campaign 
earlier this week 
highlighting the 
stories of resi- 
dents who have 
been vaccinated 
during the 
COVID-19 | pan- 
demic, following 
from community 
vaccine clinics and 
the launch of ad- 
vertising promot- 
ing the benefits of 
vaccination. 

The region said 
Wednesday that it 
has been working 
with community 
agencies and com- 
munity health am- 
bassadors to 
reduce barriers to 
vaccination for 
Pe le in the 

ardest hit neigh- 
bourhoods. This 


critical work 
helped _ identify 
potential physical, 


cultural, language 
and other barriers 
and supported the 
development of 
solutions. 

“Some of those 
solutions have 
driven us to meet 
our residents 
where they are, 
whether that be in 
their homes, 


workplaces, com- 
munity centres, 
etc., rather than 
requiring all to at- 
tend a mass vacci- 
nation clinic,” a 
spokesperson for 
the region said, 
noting that “this 
important work 
requires the time 
and commitment 
of many dedicated 
employees, ensur- 
ing access to vac- 
cination and the 
long-term safety 
of all of our resi- 
dents.“ 

According to sta- 
tistics released by 
the region, in ad- 
dition to the doses 
delivered through 
fixed clinics, more 
than 40,000 doses 
of vaccine have 
been administered 
through ~— work- 
place pop-up clin- 
ics, 45,000 in 
community clinics 
targeting vulnera- 
ble communities, 
more than 2,000 
homebound resi- 
dents and 6,800 
in congregate set- 
tings, such as hos- 
pices, social 
housing, roup 
homes and_=as- 
sisted living 
spaces. 
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Will Indigenous peoples in Canada ever receive justice for history? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Hundreds of un- 
marked graves were 
discovered at anA- 
boriginal children's 
boarding school, this 
time in 
Saskatchewan, late 
last month, fuelling 
discussion about this 
country’s legacy re- 
garding Indigenous 
peoples. 

Last week, 751 
graves were found 
on the grounds of 
the residential 
school. The graves 
have been searched 
on the grounds of 
Marivel Indian Resi- 
dential School with 
the help of 'ground- 
penetrating radar.’ 

The Mariwell 
School ran from 
1899 to 1997 and is 
located about 140 
kilometres east of 
Saskatchewan's cap- 
ital, Regina, where 
the Cossacks now 
live. 

The school en- 
rolled children from 
the First Nations 
South East area of 
Saskatchewan and 
the South West area 
of Manitoba. In 
1970, First Nations 
took control of the 
school cemetery 
from the Catholic 
Church. 

Scanning was 
started earlier this 
month with the help 
of 'ground-penetrat- 
ing radar. It is not a 
mass burial ceme- 
tery, but the name 
stones have been re- 
moved from the 
graves here, so it is 
not known who is 


buried in these 
graves. 
It is suspected that 


the names were re- 
moved from the 
graves by _ the 
Catholic Church in 
1960. An area of 


44,000 square me- 
ters has been 
searched, and 751 
graves have been 
discovered. 

That number may 
also increase. 

Bobby Cameron, 
chief of the Federa- 
tion of Sovereign In- 
dian Nations, 
referred to the dis- 
covery as “a crime 
against humanity.” 

The number of 
unidentified graves 
in Canada is the 
largest in the coun- 
try's history, a state- 
ment by the 
federation said. Ear- 
lier, the skeletons of 
215 Native children 
were found in a for- 
mer residential 
school compound in 
British Columbia. 

At the end of May, 
mass graves of 215 
children, including 
skeletons of children 
up to three years old, 
were found under 
the Indian Residen- 
tial School in Kam- 


loops, British 
Columbia, Canada. 
The skeletons 


found in mass graves 
belong to Indige- 
nous Canadian chil- 
dren who were 
forcibly separated 
from their parents 
by white colonists 
and tortured in resi- 
dential schools in 
the name of integrat- 
ing them into the so- 
called modern 
culture. 

Should humanity 
be ashamed of the 
facts that have come 
to light? 

This incident has 
exposed one of the 
countless acts in the 
heinous history of 
colonialism. 

Colonial history is 
steeped in the blood 
of the aborigines. 
Residential schools 
were built in 1890 
and were run by the 
Catholic Church 
until 1969. 

The Canadian gov- 
ernment then took 
control of them. In 


1996, all these 
schools were closed. 

In these schools, 
children of Indige- 
nous Canadians 
were subjected to ex- 
treme cruelty and 
death. 

Some human 
rights groups claim 
that if the closed 
schools were to be 
excavated, the num- 
ber of bodies would 


be “in the thou- 
sands.” 
Although these 


tombs of Kamloops 
are the most signifi- 
cant number of un- 
marked burials ever 
found, this is not the 
first time. Anony- 
mous mass graves 
have been found for 
decades, near 
Regina, in Battle- 
ford, Saskatchewan, 
and —_ Cranebrook, 
British Columbia. 


The Canadian gov- 
ernment had no 
clear policy on 


deaths in these resi- 
dential schools. In 
many cases, the de- 
ceased were buried 
near the school. 

According to a 
2015 report’ by 
Canada's Truth and 
Reconciliation Com- 
mission, the number 
of such children is in 
the thousands. 

The commission 
said the children's 
deaths were due to 
illness, suicide or an 
attempt to run away 
from school. These 
children number 
about 15,000. 

The commission 
has so far reported 
only 139 out of 1300 
schools. 


After the mass 
graves were found, 
Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau 


called them "black 
and shameful mem- 
ories of the country's 
history,” but Canada 
was founded on In- 
digenous _ peoples' 
plunder, oppression, 
and injustice. 

In fact, the arrival 
of British and 


French colonists 
here after the 16th 
century and _ their 
subsequent _ settle- 
ment here could be 
considered the be- 
ginning of a deadly 
era for Indigenous 
Canadians. 

The British and 
French colonialists 
launched a genocidal 
campaign against 
the natives. It was as 
oppressive as any 
other country on the 
continent. 

Residential schools 
were utilized as part 
of this campaign. 

The skeletons 
found in Kamloops 
are only a fraction of 
the size of a mound 
of earth. Residential 
schools were active 
in Canada and the 
United States as part 
of the overall Native 
Genocide Policy dur- 
ing the colonization 
process. 

An estimated 175 
million Aboriginal 
people died in the 
United States alone 
between 1492 and 
1900. Indigenous 
people have _ tor- 
mented their villages 
for almost four cen- 
turies, which cannot 
be said to have 
ended with the death 
of millions of Indige- 
nous people. 

The graves in such 
residential schools 
were already known 
to the natives who 
had survived the 
tyranny of colonial- 
ism. They knew that 
neither their chil- 
dren nor their bodies 
were coming home 
from school. 

Some of the chil- 
dren who have man- 
aged to escape from 
school, who have 
survived all the 
hardships (now 
older) have reported 
that they were tor- 
tured at school; 

Even murder was 
carried out in the 
name of  punish- 
ment. 

From 1870 to 1996, 


about 1.5 million in- 
digenous children 
were enrolled in 
these schools. 

After 1894, the 
colonialists made it 
compulsory for in- 
digenous children to 
attend these schools. 

The purpose of 
these schools was 
not to educate chil- 
dren, but to separate 
them from their 
community, culture, 
surroundings, and 
parents. 

In 1883, John A. 
MacDonald, the first 
Prime Minister of 
Canada, expressed 
his awkward inten- 
tions regarding this 
policy, saying that 
children should be 
removed from their 
wild family environ- 
ment and taught to 
be modern human 
beings. One of their 
motives for breaking 
away from their par- 
ents was making 
them workers and 
carrying out blind 
looting. 

The ‘Indian <Act' 
enacted by the colo- 
nial rulers gave the 
rulers the legal right 
to forcibly separate 
children from their 
parents. The law also 
has a long history of 
forcibly abducting 
children from their 
parents. 

The colonial rulers, 
as well as_ the 
church, are equally 
involved in this act. 

The children in 
these schools were 
not allowed to follow 
their own culture 
and religion; they 
could not speak their 
languages. Numbers 
were designated to 
them instead of 
names. 

Failure to observe 
the code resulted in 
torture, _ flogging, 
sexual and physical 
abuse, confinement, 
and food and drink. 

Although the au- 
thorities and _ the 
church were fully 
aware of this prac- 


tice in schools, they 
never tried to stop it. 

Students who re- 
turned home from 
school after endur- 
ing this persecution 
may not be able to 
interact with their 
parents or speak 
their language, as 
they have been away 
from their parents 
for decades. 

Today, 80,000 stu- 
dents at these resi- 
dential schools are 
still alive. They have 
not received justice 
for the atrocities 
committed against 
them. 

The Kamloops in- 
cident has once 
again exposed the 
tyranny of colonial- 
ism and has angered 
the so-called elite 
rulers of so-called 
civilized countries 
like Canada and the 
United States, who 
are at the pinnacle of 
development and 
progress. 

Even Mumilaaq 
Qaqqaq MP, a young 
NDP MP from 
Nunavut Territory, 
has announced in 
Parliament that she 
will not run in the 
next federal election. 
She spoke in support 
of the US Alliance 
but said that main- 
taining some inde- 
pendence was 
necessary for 
Canada. she also de- 
scribed Canada as 
"bloody." 

All of Canada's po- 
litical parties and 
leaders know that 
indigenous peoples 
in Canada have been 
subjected to atroci- 
ties and are still 
being ignored. Cana- 
dian leaders agree 
with the gossip but 
are unwilling to do 
anything. 

If Indigenous peo- 
ples are being ig- 
nored, how much 
more injustice will 
be revealed before 
we finally act and 
deliver long-term so- 
lutions? 


You Can Help 

¢ volunteer 

¢ donate funds or food 
e hold a food drive 


thecompass.ca 
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PERSONALIZED CARE PLANS DESIGNED TO ENRICH 
SENIORS LIVES AND ALLOW THEM TO AGE WITH GRACE 


AND DIGNITY IN THEIR HOMES, WHILE PROVIDING THEIR 


FAMILIES WITH PEACE OF MIND. 


v COMPANION CARE 
We offer seniors 
daily companionship 
and assistance 
with everyday living 
activities such as 
running errands and 
housekeeping, along 
with important social 
interaction. 


v PERSONAL CARE 
Our experienced 
caregivers make 
everyday life more 


manageable for seniors 


have a care team with 
extensive training 
and experience in 
providing the right 
level of individual care 
and support, and in 
creating a positive 
environment needed 
for the family and their 
loved one. We focus 
on what they can do, 


| ys 


v SITTER SERVICES 


Round-the-clock 
monitoring whenever a 
family member can not 
be present. 


WELLNESS WATCH 
Weekly check-in phone 
calls and semi-monthly 
wellness visits by our 
care team, customized 
to the needs of your 
loved one. 


by helping them not what they can’t do. 
with more intimate, We also understand MOVING 
non-medical care that our support and PREPARATION 


needs. Some specific 
examples include 
hygiene assistance, 


medication reminders, 


diet monitoring and 
meal planning. 


¥ ALZHEIMER'S AND 
DEMENTIA CARE 
Our staff has a 
deep understanding 
and knowledge of 
the progression of 
dementia - how it 
affects the brain and 
the person struggling 
with the disease. We 


v 


care must change as 


the disease progresses. 


SURGERY 
ASSISTANCE 
Guidance and 
transportation for all 
stages of outpatient 
surgery, from pre- 
surgery appointments 
and paperwork to full 
home recovery. 


Assistance with many 
aspects of moving, 
from prepping a home 
for sale to working with 
realtors to transitioning 
into anew home. 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY MISSISSAUGA RESIDENTS 


LISA & RUSS DONNELLY 


SENIOR HELPERS MISSISSAUGA 


www.seniorhelpers.ca/mississauga 
e: mississauga@seniorhelpers.ca | t: (905) 216-1990 


Locally owned & 
available to you 
24/7 


Flexibility 


Customized care 
plans. No long term 
contract to sign 


Affordability 


Care plans designed 
for one’s budget 


is 


/ continuity/ 
Reliability 


eee ee ewes 


A familiar face, 
there when you 
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Mail fraud ring cracked after investigation 


16 individuals in 
Mississauga, 


Brampton — and 
other neighbour- 
ing areas have 


been charged in 
connection with a 
string of mail 
thefts taking place 
in Peel earlier this 
year. 

21 Division’s 
Criminal Investi- 
gation Bureau 
said late last 
month that the ar- 
rests came as the 
result of an inves- 
tigation of thefts 
that occurred be- 
tween January 
and April of this 
year, where over 
100 separate inci- 
dents were re- 
ported by 
residents. 

After discovering 
that the thefts had 
ties to multiple in- 
dividuals in 
Brampton, who 


i 


would steal mail 

breaking 
Canada Post mail- 
boxes or roadside 
residential mail- 
boxes looking for 
cheques, credit 
cards and identifi- 
cation documents, 
investigators col- 


laborated with 
Halton Police 
Service, Canada 
Post and_ local 


banks to find the 
culprits, who were 
also altering and 
depositing the 
stolen cheques at 
banks and with- 
drawing money 
fraudulently. 
Two search war- 
rants were later 
executed at prop- 
erties in Bramp- 
ton, where police 
located hundreds 
of stolen and al- 
tered pieces of 
mail, along with 
other items used 


Ward 
Boundary 


Review 


to forge docu- 
ments, as well as 
six stolen vehicles. 

Individuals from 
Brampton, 
Toronto and 
Woodbridge were 
arrested during 
the search war- 
rants, and were 
charged with more 
than 140 offences, 
including fraud, 
possession of 
stolen property, 
identity theft, pos- 
session of con- 
trolled substances 
and other _ of- 
fences. 

Peel Police say 
that “further 
charges and ar- 
rests are antici- 
pated.” 

Anyone with in- 
formation regard- 
ing the case is 
asked to call (905) 
453-2121, ext. 
2133. 


caledon.ca/wbr 
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CACD SUMMER PROGRAM 


AND OCCUPATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 


JULY 5TH - AUGUST 31,2021 


IMPROVE ACADEMIC AND EDUCATIONAL SKILLS 
EMPLOYMENT AND OCCUPATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 


GAIN KNOWLEDGE HOW TO EDIT 

VIDEOS AND MAKE MOVIES 

COST: F RE E INNOVATION SKILLS FOR FUTURE JOBS & 
LEARNING CODING, Al AND ROBOTICS 


CONTACT RON: LEARN VALUABLE LIFE SKILLS 


647-339-2223 LEARN TO START-UP A BUSINESS 
& FINANCIAL LITERACY 
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Suspects in Goreway assault sought by police 


Three sus- 
pects are 
wanted in con- 
nection with an 
assault that oc- 
curred in the 
Malton area 
late last month. 

Three individ- 
uals were at- 
tending a mall 
in the Goreway 
and Morning 


Star Drive 
around 7:30 
p.m. on June 
26 when a 
group of sus- 
pects ap- 
proached and 
subsequently 
attacked them 
with baseball 
and cricket 
bats. 

The suspects 


fled after- 
wards, while 
the victims suf- 
fered non-life- 
threatening 
injuries. 

12 Division’s 
Criminal = In- 
vestigation Bu- 
reau said that 
they are seek- 
ing four sus- 
pects in 


“& . 
© _ gio HOCKEy 


connection 
with the inci- 
dent, all of 
whom are of 
South Asian 
descent. 

The suspects 
fled in a white 
four-door 
Dodge Charger. 

“The actions 
of the individu- 
als involved af- 


fect the safety 
and well-being 
of the commu- 
nity, and will 
not be toler- 
ated,” Peel Po- 
lice said in a 


later state- 
ment. “A team 
of investigators 
are actively 


working to re- 
view and col- 


lect evidence, 
with the goal of 


holding the 
suspects ac- 
countable for 


their actions.” 
Anyone with 
information re- 
garding the in- 
cident is asked 
to call police at 


(905) 453- 
2121, ext. 1299. 
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Phase 2 springs a green reopening across Peel 


by Catherine Soplet 


No more laggin 
behind and eer 
gering. Spring has 
sprung into summer, 
and folks in Peel are 
already racing into 
the fall. 

Field training, vac- 
cination and Infra- 
structure Canada 
funds for COVID-19 
relief fell into place 
just as the Ontario 
government unex- 
pectedly announced 
Phase 2 of Ontario’s 
Roadmap to Reopen 
two days early. 

“Backed-up spring 
plans due to pro- 
longed pandemic 
lockdown will soon 
be back on track,” 
says Alice Casselman, 
founder of tree plant- 
ing agency ACER — 
the Association for 
Canadian  Educa- 
tional Resources. 

As a result, ACER 
was able to go ahead 
with pre-booked field 
training July 2. 

“None of our 
Canada Summer 
Jobs (DSJ) interns 
were taking a lon 


holiday = weeken 
break,” says Dmytro 
Basmat, ACER’s 


team lead for the in- 
terns. 
“Gatherings of up 


to 25 people meant 
we were finally able 
to engage our full co- 
hort in field training, 
Basmat said. “It was 
five weeks later than 
originally antici- 
pated.” 

ACER’s interns 
were surprised to feel 
both shy and exuber- 
ant at meeting each 
other in person, after 
weeks of virtual zoom 
meetings. First-time 
intern Rachel said, 
“It just felt so good to 
laugh a lot, together.” 

While lockdown 
was prolonged, a crit- 
ical health and safety 
task for ACER in- 
terns was to get the 
COVID-19 vaccina- 
tion to increase confi- 
dence and reduce 
personal risk in com- 
munity-facing activi- 
ties. 

Effective May 19, 
Peel Public Health 
was approved to 
issue an accelerated 
schedule for youth 
aged 12-19. 

Each of ACER’s in- 
terns have received 
their first jab, and 
some are now fully 
vaccinated. 

ACER interns will 
now be ambassadors 
in support of the “We 


Got The Shot” cam- 
paign running in 
Brampton over the 
summer. 

Pop-up pandemic- 
adapted tree keeping 
activities will con- 
tinue support from 
2020 of the Bramalea 
Sustainable Neigh- 
bourhood Action 
Program (SNAP) in 
the Knightsbridge 
area. 

“Last fall, we had 
only a five-week win- 
dow spanning Octo- 
ber-November, 
before a COVID vac- 
cine was even avail- 
able,” says 
Casselman. “We fol- 
lowed strict protocols 
and had COVID in- 
fections linked to our 
projects, even though 
Knightsbridge was 
one of the highest im- 
pacted for COVID 
caseload by postal 
code.” 

“We Got the Shot” 
founder Fazal Khan 
is enthusiastic for 
students to feel safe 
and be safe in time 
for in-person classes 
held at school. 

“Join us!,” invites 
Fazal. “We'll create a 
short video for your 
family or small busi- 
ness to help encour- 


= a others to get their 


A father of three 
students spannin 
high-school throug 
post-secondary, he 
has seen first hand 
how screen time and 
indoor isolation has 
been less than an op- 
timum experience for 
his students. 

ACER’s tree keep- 
ing activities over 
summer and resi- 
dent-engaged plant- 
ing of climate action 
tree labs offer bene- 
fits at no cost to par- 
ticipants. Secondary 
students can log vol- 
unteer service hours 
and family bubbles 
can enjoy open-air 
activities with others 
of all ages and back- 
grounds in the local 
community. 

Fun in learning 
hands-on STEM 
skills and collect data 
to contribute to cli- 
mate change _ re- 
search can _ help 
strengthen student 
choice arising from 
stronger academic 
results. 

To prepare both 
residents and land- 
scape for fall activi- 
ties, ACER interns 
will join with PAL — 


People Against Lit- 
tering — to help en- 
sure tree and 
ecosystem thriving. 

“Litter is a killer in 
the food chain,” says 
Bill Godfrey. “Ani- 
mals mistake ciga- 
rette butts and small 
bits of plastic as food, 
and die as a result of 
eating them.” 

2021 funding from 
Infrastructure 
Canada _ will use 


ACER’s 2020 Project 
Crossroads model in 
Brampton for repli- 


cation in Missis- 
sauga’s Burn- 
hamthorpe SNAP 
areas. 

ACER’s Project 
Crossroads: Dixie/ 
Dundas roject 
aligns with values to 
sustain future growth 
entailed in updates to 
the Mississauga Offi- 


cial Plan. For the first 
time, climate action 
response is a key 
driver to plan for 
both economic and 
population growth. 


IT 


LAUNCHING TECH CAREERS. TRANSFORMING LIVES. 
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New program seeks to boost next generation of construction leaders 


Anew online 
certification pro- 
gram aims to give 
300 construction 
workers free 
leadership train- 
ing. 

The new pro- 
gram, announced 
by the province 
Wednesday 
morning in Mis- 
sissauga, is 
aimed at helping 
construction 
sites operate 
safely and pro- 
ductively, while 
giving hundreds 
of current and 
aspiring leaders 
an opportunity to 
grow and move 
into in-demand 


positions. 
“Building 


the 


next generation 
of leaders in this 
industry, those 
who will be cru- 
cial to moving 
important proj- 
ects forward, is 
essential to our 
communities and 
the strength of 
our economy,” 
said Minister of 
Labour Monte 
McNaughton, 
who made the 
announcement 
alongside Missis- 
sauga MPPs 
Rudy Cuzzetto 
and Sheraf 
Sabawy. “This 
project will offer 
workers _high- 
quality training, 
on their own 
schedule and 


from anywhere 
in our province, 
so they can ad- 
vance in their ca- 
reers and earn 
more.” 

The new virtual 
initiative, called 


the Supervisor 
Micro-Certifica- 
tion Program, 


will offer training 
modules in topics 
such as_ health 
and safety com- 
pliance, coaching 
and mentoring, 
negotiation, per- 
formance evalua- 


tion and 
scheduling. 
The program 


will be delivered 
in partnership 
with the Chris- 
tian Labour As- 


sociation of 
Canada, and to 
date, has re- 


ceived more than 
$1.17 million in 
funding. 
Designed for 
ease of access, 
even from mobile 
devices, this 
training can be 
completed at a 
convenient time 
and location 
from anywhere 
in the province. 


“CLAC is 
thrilled with this 
funding an- 


nouncement and 
looks forward to 


working — with 
employer _ part- 
ners, the Pro- 


gressive 
Contractors As- 


sociation of 
Canada _ (PCA), 
and other indus- 
try leaders to de- 
velop a 
leadership pro- 
gram that meets 
the needs of the 
modern and mo- 
bile learner,” said 
Colin de Raaf, 
CLAC Ontario’s 
Training Direc- 
tor. “(The pro- 
gram) will equip 
current and fu- 
ture on-site lead- 
ers with the skills 
to manage, men- 
tor and coach ap- 
prentices and 
new entrants to 
construction, in 
what is a rapidly 
evolving work 
environment.” 


The program 
will run from 
Oct. 1, 2021, to 
March 31, 2022. 
Over time, CLAC 
will expand 
course offerings 
so that emerging 
superivsors can 
gain additional 
support and in- 
formation. 

The funding is 
part of a $115 
million funding 
package ‘given 
through the 
province’s Skills 
Development 
Fund to address 
challenges to hir- 
ing, training and 
retraining work- 
ers during the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 


The 2020 BUSINESS AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 


Winner of the 
Sam McCallion 
Community 
Involvement 


Gy 


century 
audio visual 


Award 


BUSINESS ‘¥ 


AWARDS OF 
EXCELLENCE 


2020 WINNER 


ey, 


We would like to thank MBOT 
for the honour of the Award. 


905-275-6010 


18 
olT 
MISSISSAUGA 
BOARD OF TRADE 
— 


‘ANNIVERSARY 
OU tran 


AN 
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ed 
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Peel Matters: On setting straight the 2021 rites of passage 


by Catherine Soplet 
Parents with stu- 
dents in public ed- 
ucation since the 
2018 change in On- 


tario government 
get full marks from 
me. 


Full disclosure: it 
was 2014 when my 
youngest of four 
graduated from 
secondary school 
in Mississauga. I 
had a 15-year ca- 
reer in which to 
navigate each of 
my Individual Edu- 
cation Plan stu- 
dents. 

Those days look 
almost comfortable 
from Ontario’s cur- 
rent and worsening 
vantage point 
through 2019's 
labour unrest and 
the onset in spring 
2020 of the COVID 
pandemic. 

Unfortunately 
last year in May 
2020, graduation 
ceremonies in local 


public schools were 
cancelled by Peel 


Region’s Medical 
Officer of Health. 
Students missed 


three months of 
classroom instruc- 
tion. 

The impact of the 
thwarted expecta- 
tion for graduation 
ceremony and 
prom socials prob- 
ably had greater ef- 
fect later on into 
the fall, as next 
steps to post-sec- 
ondary pathways 
were skewed under 
heavier pandemic 
restrictions. 

The 2021 gradu- 
ates face an even 
bigger asterisk on 


their qualifying 
year. 

Access to curricu- 
lum instruction 


was patchy at best. 
and will be an evi- 
dent black eye for 
years to come con- 
cerning on-line vs 


bricks and mortar 
classes, or not 
classes, or students 
who are not sup- 
ported to attend 
classes... 

Rites of passage 
are important in- 
flection points, not 
only for the per- 
sons recognized to 
be _ transitioning 
but also for their 
social network of 
families and 
friends. 

Personal progress 
is a team effort. 

From our family’s 
experience, a lapse 
in rites of passage 
is a regret, but not 
an insult. 

We missed sev- 
eral academic, hol- 
iday and _ social 
benchmarks. Even 
traditional holidays 
or birthday cele- 
brations got really 
off-track, as our 
family dealt with 
unmitigated and 


protracted illnesses 
and death, at times 
with eight people 
living in a three- 
bedroom house. 

Indulging stigmas 
and regret is a per- 
sonal choice. 

Creatively avert- 
ing assignment of 
stigmas and regret 
is a community 
choice. 

Of my four chil- 
dren, only two at- 
tended their 
secondary school 


graduation cere- 
monies. In 2008, 
the eldest, who 


struggled for six 
years from an ac- 
quired brain injury 
to make passing 
grades, was recog- 
nized with a “Most 
Improved Student” 
Award. 

In 2014, the stu- 
dent cohort for our 
youngest gave 
everyone that year 
the choice to cross 


the stage for a 
diploma. 

Students who 
happened to be re- 
turning for a “vic- 
tory lap’ semester 
or complete a sum- 
mer school course 
to beef up their 
credits to improve 
post-secondary ap- 
plications. 

No matter the 
next step for aca- 
demic status — or 
taking a year off 
from studies — it 
seemed that all 
parents and _ stu- 
dents were excited 
for themselves and 
each other to be to- 
gether at an impor- 
tant juncture in 


their lives. 

In 2009, my sec- 
ond-eldest son’s 
graduation was 
much more stigma- 
tizing and damag- 
ing. 

Although his 


credits were com- 
plete for gradua- 
tion, because he 
registered to return 
the following year, 
he was excluded 
from crossing the 
stage with his aca- 
demic cohort. 

In 2010, with full 
OSSD credentials 
in hand, he refused 
to attend the grad- 
uation ceremony 
with the cohort of 
students the year 
behind him. 

He experienced a 
sense of shame that 
put a shadow on 
his accomplish- 
ments and damp- 


ened his 
enthusiasm for 
next steps. 


This trend per- 
sists for him, and 
for other young 


men in his age cat- 


egory. 
In 2012, my over- 
achieving _ third 


child was on track 
for a Platinum Let- 
ter in Grade 12. She 
was stricken with 
mononucleosis in 
October. 

Her grades 
tanked on the term 
report card and she 
missed joining her 
peers in qualifying 
for major scholar- 
ships. 

Instead of opting 
for a victory lap to 
bolster her grades, 
she opted to pro- 
ceed to university 
without — scholar- 
ships. 

She refused to at- 
tend the fall gradu- 
ation ceremonies 
because she had 
not kept up with 
her peers, succeed- 
ing to ‘only’ fulfill 
the requirement 
for her Gold Letter. 

Her university 
scholarships came 
in second year, and 
part-time jobs kept 
her going. 

COVID-19 has 
thrown each of us a 
curve-ball to create 
conditions beyond 
our ability to antic- 
ipate, and some- 
times beyond our 
ability to cope. 

Rites of passage 
are important, but 
can also be a con- 
trived source of 
stigma. It’s the 
stigma that kills, 
not the loss of an 
event. 

Let the asterisk 
for 2021* be the 
star we wish upon. 


ASK A POOL EXPER Too 


Have a problem with your pool? Book a Virtual Swimming Pool Service Call 


905-990-3265 


www.asKap 


oolex 


oert.com 
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Third suspect nabbed in 
2020 murder case 


A third suspect 
has been arrested 
in connection 
with a homicide 
that occurred in 
Brampton in Aug. 
2020, Peel Police 
announced late 
last month. 

The arrest 
stems from an in- 
ciden on Aug. 13, 
2020, when 
emergency _re- 
sponders in the 
Treeline Boule- 
vard area located 
a 56-year old 
Brampton 
woman, Sangita 
Sharma, who was 
suffering from a 
gunshot wound 
and succumbed 
to her injuries. 

On June 4, 
2021, police ar- 
rested 19 year- 
old Fiseha 
Girmay  Habte- 
gabir, of London, 
Ontario, followed 
by 22 year-old 
Malik Essue, of 
London, on June 
25. 
Both men were 
charged with 
first-degree mur- 
der in connection 
with the case, 
and appeared in 
Brampton court 
for bail hearings. 

On June 29, a 
third suspect, 


Abdulla Kad- 
doura, of Lon- 
don, was arrested 
and charged in 
that city with 
first-degree mur- 
der, with aid 
from the London 
Police Service, 
and appeared in 
Brampton court 
to answer to the 
charges on June 
30. 
“Violent crime 
is a priority for 
our community 
and we are com- 
mitted to pre- 
venting it 
whenever possi- 
ble. When this 
isn’t possible, we 
are devoted to 
ensuring those 
responsible are 
held accountable. 
This is a complex 
investigation 
which continues 
along with our 
investigators de- 
votion to ensur- 
ing justice and 
answers for San- 
gita Sharma’s 
loved ones,” said 
Deputy Chief 
Nick Milinovich. 
Anyone’ with 
any information 
regarding the 
case is asked to 
call police at 
(905) 453-2121, 
extension 3205. 


Could you be the 
next Poet Laureate? 
$10,000 Honorarium* 


Submission Deadline: August 1, 2021 


*For full details: mississaugaculture.ca/poetlaureate 


MISSISSAUGA . BUSINESS 
BOARD OF TRADE AWARDS OF 
EXCELLENCE 


2021 


Beate ae 


MISSISSAUGA | 
BUSINESS! 


2021 Business Awards 
of Excellence 


11 CATEGORIES 


Submit your nomination online at: 
mbot.com/awards 


For details, contact Mississauga Board of Trade at 905.273.6151 


wW #mbotawards 
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Council unveils transportation developments as master plan rolls forward 


The wheels keep 
turning, Missis- 
sauga councillors 
heard on June 24, 
as city staff un- 
veiled the latest 
progress on the 
city’s Transporta- 
tion Master Plan. 

The update, un- 
veiled at a regular 
meeting of the 
city’s general com- 
mittee, revealed 
that more than half 
of the city’s short- 
term Boule related 
to transportation 
and safety were 
moving forward, 
including the ac- 
celerated rollout of 
automated speed 
cameras, a city- 
wide speed man- 


agement program, 
expansion of cy- 
cling lanes and five 
kilometres worth 
of temporary ac- 
tive transportation 
lanes. 

“We are imple- 
menting changes 
that make moving 
through and 
around Missis- 
sauga safer and 
easier for residents 
and __ businesses,” 
said Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie. “Over the 
last year, we've 
taken immediate 
action... and have 
invested in longer- 
term initiatives to 
address infrastruc- 
improve- 


Location: 
113 Lakeshore Rd East 
Port Credit, ON, Canada 


Phone Number: 
(905) 486-019] 


Email Address: 


info(a)zestforliving.ca 


fest for Living 


Port Credit 


In the current 
Master Plan, which 
directs develop- 
ment through 
2041, more than 
half (38) of the 
city’s 91 goals were 
underway, includ- 
ing a review of cur- 
rent speed limits 
throughout the 
city, the develop- 
ment of an infra- 
structure growth 
plan for MiWay 
buses and a pro- 
posed plan to de- 
velop an 
automated school 
bus camera pro- 
gram in collabora- 
tion with the 
Region of Peel. 

The update, the 
second given since 


the plan was 
launched in May 
2019, comes as the 
city continues to 
grapple with the 
effects of the 
COVID-19 _ pan- 


demic, said trans- 
portation 
commissioner 
Geoff Wright. 


“The first TMP 
annual status up- 
date was delivered 
in May 2020 dur- 
ing a critical time 
for Mississauga as 
the effects of the 
COVID-19 _ pan- 
demic on our re- 
gion became 
known.... while a 


complete under- 
standing of how 
the pandemic af- 
fects the trans- 
portation system 
will be ongoing, we 
remain committed 
to continue to ad- 
vance the (master 
plan’s) vision and 
goals.” 


This week’s feature video. 


Join us today for shopping ina 
bubble call today to 
book your group. 


Shop for gifts, home decor and fashion accessories. We always feature nautical and 
Canadiana collections. Be sure to check out our great selection of greeting cards. 
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THANK YOU 


We would like to thank all of our generous donors who participated in this GoFundMe 
Campaign. Whether your donation was $10 or $1,000, every amount counted. To our 
Corporate Donors, Peel Chrysler & Peterson Team, your generosity and regard for this 
community is remarkable. We had hoped that your gestures would have inspired more. The 
Peterson Team had agreed to their commitment for the remainder of 2021, however, we felt 
it was not fair to them to carry this Campaign. 


Thank you to the Business owners who donated even during these hard times, this was 
totally unexpected but very much appreciated. 


Peel Weekly News has carried our ads for the better part of this Campaign and we thank you 
immensely for this. 


To all the well wishers, who for whatever reason could not donate at this time, we thank 
you for your kind words and encouragement. | can assure you that you outweighed the 
naysayers. 


To say we are disappointed in our communities who love and enjoy Port Credit is an 
understatement. We have to be satisfied that we were able to help 19 Small Businesses in 
Port Credit with some financial relief & without this Campaign, that would not have been 

possible. We certainly hoped we could have done more & saved the ones we lost. 


Remember, the stress and worry are not over for these businesses. It will take months if not 
years to recuperate. The ones that had deep pockets before this Pandemic to help sustain 
themselves, now need us more than ever to become profitable again. 


Unfortunately, the Campaign has run its course, therefore, we have closed it 
down. 


PEEL 


WEEKLY 
NEWS 


Digital Newspaper| Newspaper 
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South Common Community Centre gets $43m cash injection for upgrades 


by Alex Gregory 
The _long-de- 
layed recon- 


struction of a 
Mississauga 
community cen- 
tre is finally 
moving forward. 

The province 
announced last 
week that it will 
be investing over 
$45 million to 
reconstruct and 
expand the 
South Common 
Community Cen- 
tre and Library. 

“No more de- 
lays... we re 
ready to build,” 
said Minister of 
Infrastructure 
Kinga Surma, 
who made the 
announcement 
last week in 
front of the cen- 
tre. 

The investment 
is part of a $61 
million dollar 
funding package 
to tear down and 
rebuild the site, 
complete with 
expanded indoor 
and outdoor fit- 


ness spaces, a 
new gymnasium, 
accessibility im- 
provements, 1 
16,000 square- 
foot library and 
other upgrades. 
Previously, the 
city had — at- 
tempted to fund 
the renovations 
through the fed- 
eral Investing in 
Canada ___Infra- 
structure  pro- 
ram in 2019, 
efore the 
province an- 
nounced last 
year that it 
would support 
the reconstruc- 
tion of the site 
through its 
Strategic Priori- 
ties Infrastruc- 
ture Fund (SPIF) 
— Priority Local 


Infrastructure 
Stream. ; 
The city will 


handle the re- 
maining portion 
of the costs asso- 
ciated with the 
reconstruction — 
approximately 


$16,426,000. 

The centre, 
which opened in 
June 1981, nor- 
mally sees over 
700,000 visitors 


on an annual 
basis, and in- 
cludes _associ- 
ated meeting 
rooms, outdoor 


tennis courts, a 
skate park and 
splash pad. 


Planning and 
construction for 
the site is tenta- 
tively planned to 
begin next year, 
with the existing 
structure set to 
be demolished. 

“For residents 
of all ages, (the 
centre) serves as 
the heart of the 
community, a 
meeting space 


4 


igh 


«Au 


Building Community Infrastructure 


Batir de Cinfrastructure 
communautaire 


where all 
welcome, and 
provides’ pro- 
grams and serv- 
ices that are 
instrumental to 
quality of life for 
local residents. 
This much- 
needed funding 
will help keep 
this aging centre 
current and to 
standard,” said 


are 


Ward 8 council- 


lor Matt Ma- 
honey. “I thank 
the (province) 


for this support 
that means so 
much | to so 
many 

an for addi- 
tional coverage 
of this story in 


upcomin edi- 
tions of Peel 
Weekly News. 


Dufferin-Caledon gets municipal modernization boost 


The province 
will provide up to 
$815,000 to 
communities in 
Dufferin-Caledon 
to help improve 
the delivery of 
critical programs 
and services, it 
was announced 
last week. 

Dufferin-Cale- 
don MPP Sylvia 
Jones announced 
Monday that the 
region would re- 
ceive funding for 
a number of ini- 
tiatives related to 
municipal mod- 
ernization, in- 
cluding projects 


related to service 
delivery, _ soft- 
ware moderniza- 
tion and a review 
of telecommuni- 
cation assets. 
“The COVID-19 
pandemic has ac- 
celerated the 
need to deliver 
programming 
more efficiently 
so that people 
can access the 
services they 
need, when they 
need them,” said 
Jones. “These 
projects will en- 
sure that our 
community will 
benefit from in- 


novative and 
streamlined solu- 
tions in a way 
that will posi- 
tively impact 
services and save 
taxpayers’ dol- 
lars.” 

The funding is 
part of a $24 mil- 
lion investment 
across munici- 
palities through- 
out the province, 
with 254 projects 
receiving funding 
under the second 
intake period. 

Municipalities 
will use the fund- 
ing to find effi- 
ciencies and 


implement a 
wide range of ini- 
tiatives to digi- 
tize, streamline 
and/or integrate 
programs and 
services with 
neighbouring 
communities. 
The funding will 
also help munici- 


palities adminis- 
ter the cost sav- 
ing measures in 
time for the 2022 
municipal budget 
cycle. 

The province 
said in a state- 
ment that it has 
committed up to 
$125 million over 


four years 
through the pro- 
gram, with 180 
modernization 
projects identi- 
fied and $100 
million in sav- 
ings achieved 
through the first 
intake period. 
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Mississauga Fire kicks off “Sirens for Life” campaign to help patients 


The Sirens for 


This year has 
looked a little dif- 
ferent, but one 
thing that has not 
changed is the 
need for life-sav- 
ing blood dona- 
tions. 

Donations in the 
summer months 
trickle in slower 
due to summer 
vacation lans 
and people being 
away from their 
normal routines. 

The need for 
blood never takes 
a vacation, which 
is why Missis- 
sauga Fire and 
Emergency Serv- 
ices (MFES) has 
teamed up with 
other local first 
responders to 
give the gift of life 
— blood dona- 
tions. 


On July 2, Mis- 
sissaugas Dona- 


tion Centre 
(Heartland), run 
Canadian 


Blood Services, 
hosted the annual 
Sirens for Life 
challenge to help 
meet the needs of 
hospital patients 
this July and Au- 
gust. 

Local emer- 
gency responders 


includin Peel 
Regional Police, 
Brampton Fire 


and Emergency 
Services, Oakville 
Fire and Emer- 
gency Services, 
Correction Offi- 
cers from the 
Toronto Deten- 
tion Centre and 
Peel Paramedic 
Services signed 
up to donate 


blood and is chal- 
lenging the com- 
munity to do the 
same. 

“First Respon- 
ders, like our 
local Mississauga 
firefighters, save 
lives each and 
every day. I am 
exceptionally 
proud of the men 
and women who 
go above and be- 
yond the call of 
duty and roll up 
their sleeves to 
donate __ blood,” 
said Mississauga 
Fire Chief Deryn 
Rizzi. 

“Last year, in 
the midst of the 

andemic, Sirens 
or Life collected 
over 185 units of 
blood, and I hope 
we can beat that 
this year.” 


Life 
will 


campaign 
continue 


until September 
8 


Residents 


help contribute to 


can 


MFES’s __ overall 
goal by calling 1- 
888-2-DONATE 
or visiting 
blood.ca to make 
an appointment 
and indicate the 


donation is for 
Mississauga’s 
Fire and Emer- 
gency  Service’s 
Siren’s for Life 
campaign. 


c 


CALEDON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


BUILDING 
THE BRIDGE 


TO POSSIBILITIES 


STRATEGIC PLAN 2021 - 2024 


, 
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McPherson takes the reins as new Mississauga Board of Trade president 


The  Missis- 
sauga Board of 
Trade (MBOT) 
announced last 
week that 
Trevor McPher- 
son has taken 
up the role of 
President & 
CEO, replacing 
retiring presi- 
dent David Woj- 
cik. 

The move will 
be effective as 
of Aug. 9, with 
Wojcik stepping 
away after six 
years working 
with the organi- 
zation, which 
supports busi- 
ness interests in 
Mississauga. 

“Trevor is 
highly qualified 
to lead MBOT 
into the future,” 
said Wojcik. 
“lm proud of 
what we’ve ac- 
complished 
over the past six 
years for Mis- 
sissauga _ busi- 
nesses, 
especially dur- 
ing the chal- 
lenges of the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic, and 
Trevor is the 


right person to 


continue and 
further these ef- 
forts.” 


McPherson is 
a not-for-profit 
senior executive 
with extensive 
experience in 
economic devel- 
opment, and 
driving domes- 
tic and interna- 
tional business 
growth. 

He is” well 
versed in gov- 
ernment _ rela- 
t tO hs: ; 
stakeholder en- 
gagement and 
consensus 
building, having 
held numerous 
positions at the 
Ontario Cham- 
ber of Com- 
merce over the 
past 15 years, 
most recently as 
Vice President, 
Member _ Serv- 
ices. One of 

McPherson’s 
most significant 
accomplish- 
ment is the On- 
tario Economic 
Summit, a high- 


profile forum 
that engages 
leaders from 


business, gov- 
ernment, 
labour, acade- 
mia and _ the 
NGO commu- 
nity in a collab- 
orative effort to 
determine ways 
to grow On- 
tario’s econ- 
omy. 

“We were for- 
tunate to meet 
many qualified 
candidates, but 
Trevor’s unique 
combination of 
experience, 
skills and rela- 
tionships were 
tailor-made for 
this role,” said 
MBOT chair 
Ken Tencer. “He 
has a_ long, 
strong back- 
ground support- 
ing economic 
growth for busi- 
nesses of all 
sizes, he knows 
how to. effec- 
tively connect 
with members 
and stakehold- 
ers and he really 
understands 
how to make 
things happen. 
Best of all, he’s 
familiar with 
MBOT and the 


team and will 
hit the ground 
running.” 

“MBOT is one 
of the most for- 
ward-thinking 
and influential 
boards of trade 
in Canada and 
I’ve long ad- 


Trevor McPherso. 
(Photo Courtesy o 
Ontario Chamber ¢ 


Commerc 


mired the work 
it does,” 
McPherson said 
on June 30. 
“lm thrilled 
with the oppor- 
tunity to join 
this very tal- 
ented and pro- 
fessional team, 


help advance 
MBOT’s strate- 
gic agenda, and 
champion inclu- 
sive and collab- 
orative growth 
for Missis- 
sauga’s business 
community.” 


Celebrate Seniors 


Month in Caledon 


Age-Friendly 


Caledon 
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Closure of pro-democracy newspaper hinders freedom of the press 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Apple Daily, Hong 
Kong's defiant pro- 
democracy newspa- 
per, printed its final 
issue last Thursday, 
June 26 , ending an 
era of unfettered re- 
porting critical of 
Beijing in the city's 
mainstream print 
scene. 

The Hong Kong 
newspaper had been 
the voice of the peo- 
ple of Hong Kong for 
the last 26 years. 
When China an- 
nexed Hong Kong 
from Britain, it was 
stipulated that there 
would be no change 
in Hong Kong's gov- 
ernance — structure 
for the next 50 years. 
But due to China's 
repressive policies, 
the newspaper be- 
came the voice of the 
people's struggle. 

Now, that newspa- 
per, the People's 
Voice, has been shut 
down forever be- 
cause Chinese au- 
thorities have 
imprisoned its 
owner and five asso- 
ciate editors and 
froze bank accounts 


with more than 23 
million in other ac- 
counts. 

The closure of a 
newspaper or the 
closure by a govern- 
ment may be part of 
the news that raises 
the issue of 'Free- 
dom of Speech and 
‘Freedom of _ the 
Press.’ 

It was an emo- 
tional scene late last 
month as thousands 
of people rallied in 
front of the Apple 
Daily building to 
protest against the 
administration and 
for the rights of its 
staff. 

Thousands of peo- 
ple lined up in the 
pouring rain to read 
and buy the last edi- 
tion of a silent news- 
paper. Many were 
seen crying. 

What is the role of 
‘Apple Daily’ in 
Hong Kong society 
it's for the people? 

The move led to 
widespread re- 
sponse from politi- 
clans, including U.S. 
President Joe Biden, 
who said _ that 


China's attack on 
press freedom was 
not justified. 

In any case, the 
news of the closure 
of this most popular 
newspaper in South 
Asia has come as a 
surprise. 

These days, China 
has had a spotlight 
shone on it regard- 
ing its track record 
of human rights. 
Dozens of writers, 
including Nobel lau- 
reates, have been 
imprisoned within 
the country, to say 
nothing of its stifling 
of pro-democracy 
groups and ethnic 
minorities. 

‘Freedom of the 
Press’ and 'Freedom 
of Speech' are inter- 
related issues that 
affect a large seg- 
ment of society. 
Track records of 
countries like Myan- 
mar, including 
China and Russia, 
have a long history 
of press restrictions. 

Hong Kong, which 
has been a part of 
the British Empire 
for more than 100 


years, is largely op- 
posed to Chinese 
sanctions because of 
the free press under 
British rule. 

Now that China 
has begun to attack 
the opposition press, 
especially emo- 
cratic values, and 
ban pro-democracy 
newspapers, Apple 
Daily has been the 
first target of Chi- 
nese rulers. 

It is not just a 
newspaper, but the 
name of a movement 
in which the soul of 
the people of Hong 
Kong beats and peo- 
ple are emotionally 
attached to the 
Apple Daily because 
it was the only news- 
paper that raised the 
voice of the rebels in 
Hong Kong and has 
been delivering all 
over the world. 

Shoreside, Cana- 
dian Prime Minister 
Trudeau's Liberal 
Party C-10 bill at- 
tacks Canadian free- 
dom of speech. It 
allows the Canadian 
government to re- 
strict any material 


2021 Mississauga 
Urban Design Awards 


Vote for your 


favourite places 


S34 MIssISSauGa 


on the Internet, dis- 
play "favourable" 
content in Canadian 
Internet feeds, re- 
strict certain content 
deemed harmful to 
Canada, and many 
other restrictions on 
Internet viewing. 

This means that 
the Canadian Inter- 
net would differ 
from the rest of the 
world. Hence, giving 
the CRTC full con- 
trol. 

This has the possi- 
bility to lead to re- 
strictions similar to 
what China has, 
making internet law 
more authoritative 
as arule. 

The emotional edi- 
torial that Apple 
Daily has written in 
this final edition is 
also a beat of the 
times and is steeped 
in human concerns. 

Jimmy Lee, a jailed 
editor, wrote in an 
emotional editorial: 
"It's a black day in 
history that has 
taken away the free- 
dom of the press and 
freedom of speech in 
Hong Kong and 


Canada. We _ are 
forced to close the 
newspaper. 

The security re- 
strictions imposed 
by the Chinese au- 
thorities on the 
Hong Kong media 
are by no means jus- 
tified. This is the 
most heinous act of 
suppressing the 
voice of protest. 
Punishin oppo- 
nents and silencing 
them is a serious sin 
in itself. I am trying 
to convince them 
that we may return. 
People's voices can 
be suppressed /hid- 
den on paper, but 
how can the voice of 
anger be stopped on 
the streets,” said 
Lee. 

The departure of 
Apple Daily is a sig- 
nificant blow to all 
media powers that 
have been suffocat- 
ing for freedom of 
the press as thou- 
sands of Hong Kong 
students and citizens 
have been protesting 
in Hong Kong for 
years against China's 
policies. 
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Local author receives prestigious recognition from Mauritius 


A local author re- 
ceived kudos from 
the Prime Minister 
of Mauritius for his 
self-penned novel 
earlier this summer. 

Mississauga-based 
writer and Peel 
Weekly News con- 
tributor Vidya 
Gopaul was recently 
honoured for his 
novel, “Race The 
Time,” by the leader 
of the country, in a 
milestone moment 
of recognition, he 
said. 


“This article is 


once in a lifetime 
achievement for my 
novel,” said Gopaul. 
“T received the ac- 
knowledgement 
from the highest of- 
fice of Mauritius, the 
PM himself.“ 

In the letter, PM 
Pravind Kumar Jug- 
nauth noted that he 
was reading the 
novel “with much 
interest and pleas- 
ure,” and noted that 
“books are the desti- 
nation and the jour- 
ney... they are 
home.” 


Gopaul told Peel 
Weekly News earlier 
this week that he 
could not believe 
that a Prime Minis- 
ter would actually 
appreciate his work, 
encourage him to do 
more and send him 
a letter of apprecia- 
tion. 

“This is the highest 
honour I have re- 
ceived for my novel. 
It shows his nobility, 
humbleness and hu- 
mility and_ that 
proves that Mr. 
P.K.Jugnauth is a 


people Prime Minis- 
ter. I am still absorb- 


ing all the excite- 
ments and jubila- 


tions. This is a great 
milestone for me." 


Combatting Human Trafficking with New Legislation 


by Natalia Kusendova, MPP 


In the days of 
COVID-19, the word 
‘pandemic’ immedi- 
ately brings to mind 
our current reality of 
public health meas- 
ures, social distanc- 
ing, and vaccines. 

But, in the province 
of Ontario, there is 
another pandemic 
unrelated to COVID- 
19 happening as we 
speak — a pandemic 
of human trafficking. 

The statistics that 
paint the picture of 
this current pan- 
demic in our 
province are sober- 
ing. 

For one, the aver- 
age age of recruit- 
ment into sex 
trafficking is 13-years 
old, making human 
trafficking a crime 
that poses a particu- 
lar threat to our chil- 
dren. This is made 
even more clear 
when _ considering 
that over 70 per cent 
of human trafficking 
victims identified by 
police are under the 
age of 25. 

The statistics also 
show that Ontario is 
the epicentre of this 
heinous crime within 
Canada, with ap- 
proximately = two- 
thirds of cases 
nationwide  occur- 
ring in our province. 

With these’ in 
mind, our govern- 
ment knew _ that 
strong and immedi- 


ate action had to be 
taken to fight back 
against this increas- 
ingly-prevalent 
crime. 

Bill 251, the Com- 
bating Human Traf- 
ficking Act, is an 
unprecedented piece 
of legislation brought 
forward by our gov- 
ernment that reiter- 
ates Ontario’s 
position as a national 
leader in fighting 
human trafficking. 

The strength of this 
legislation is, first 
and foremost, in the 
extensive consulta- 
tion that we had with 
stakeholders of all 
backgrounds, partic- 
ularly in law enforce- 
ment, in community 
groups and, impor- 
tantly, survivors of 
human trafficking. 

This legislation 
aims to do three 
things — _ prevent 
traffickers from 
preying on the young 
and vulnerable, sup- 
port survivors with 
the resources they 
need to turn their 
lives around, and en- 
sure that the perpet- 
uators of this crime 
are held accountable 
to the fullest extent 
of the law. 

As an advocate for 
the fight against 
human _ trafficking 
and as a legislator, 
I’m proud of the 
work our govern- 
ment has done to 


combat human traf- 
ficking, and I’m priv- 
ileged to have played 
a role in both craft- 
ing the legislation 
and considering 
amendments in com- 
mittee. 

Yet, as with any- 
thing, this legislation 
is not without, albeit 
misled, criticism. 

One criticism I 
have recently read 
was that this Bill 
“dangerously con- 
flates sex work with 
human trafficking”, 
making this legisla- 
tion “really, ex- 
tremely harmful”. 

Hearing this, I im- 
mediately thought 
back to the statistic 
mentioned earlier, 
namely how _ this 
crime is dispropor- 
tionately preying on 
the children of our 
province, capitalising 
on their innocence 
and vulnerability to 
make a profit. 

Human trafficking 
presents a_ grave 
threat to the safety 
and innocence of our 
children — it’s as 
simple as that. 

To insinuate that 
this legislation — 
with so much broad 
support from chil- 
dren’s aid societies, 
from community 
human _ trafficking 
advocates, and from 
our law enforcement 
— can be boiled 
down into conflating 


sex work with human 
trafficking only jeop- 
ardises the safety of 
children in the 
province of Ontario. 

These criticisms ig- 
nore the reality of the 
nature of this crime, 
and ignores the im- 
petus to act to pro- 
tect those who 
cannot protect them- 
selves. 

The statistics are 
damning, and the 
trends are worrying 
— our children, espe- 
cially children from 
minority communi- 
ties and vulnerable 
settings, are at pro- 
found risk from the 
threat of traffickers 
who want nothing 
more than to steal 
their innocence and 
sell their bodies 
against their will. 

It surely needs no 
reminding that there 
is no consent in- 
volved in selling a 
child for sex. 

This government 
will never stand for 
this rhetoric being 
normalised, and the 
vast majority of On- 
tarians agree with us 
that strong and im- 
mediate action is 
needed. 

The purpose of this 
bill is, as was said 
prior, to deter 
human _ trafficking, 
support victims of 
human trafficking to 
get their lives back, 
and serve justice to 


—o- 


those who perpetrate 
this crime — we are 
not seeking to crimi- 
nalise sex work. 

In no way does leg- 
islation seeking to 
fight human traffick- 
ing present a cam- 
paign by this 
government to mon- 
itor sex workers, nor 
is it a way for the 
government to police 
marginalised com- 
munities — in fact, it 
is quite the contrary. 

With this legisla- 
tion, we aim to pre- 
vent children and 
youth across this 
province, and specif- 
ically in marginalised 
communities who 
are disproportion- 
ately targeted by 
traffickers, who crit- 
ics are rightfully con- 
cerned about, from 
falling into this 


deadly trade of literal 
human slavery. 

This false equiva- 
of fighting 


lence 


human _ trafficking 
with fighting sex 
work by certain crit- 
ics is clearly an im- 
pediment to 
direly-needed action 
to protect our chil- 
dren and youth, and 
the inaction that they 
want us to abide by 
will no doubt result 
in lives senselessly 
lost. 

As Bill 251 received 
royal assent and be- 
came law, myself and 
the many community 
advocates who 
helped make this leg- 
islation a reality can 
now look optimisti- 
cally to a future free 
from the horrors of 
human trafficking. 

But be assured that 
our work is not over 
— this government 
will continue to be 
committed to ending 
human trafficking in 
the province of On- 
tario. 
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Headwaters Health Care nets $1.7m in funding 


A Dufferin-Cale- 
don health care 
centre will receive 
more than $1.7 
million in new 
funding to help 
meet current and 
future demands, 
the province an- 
nounced late last 
week. 

MPP Sylvia 
Jones said last 
Thursday that 
Headwaters 
Health Care Cen- 
tre would receive 
$1,729,500 in in- 
vestments for the 


2021/22 period to 
help “end hallway 
health care and ad- 
dress the chal- 
lenges created by 
the COVID-19 
pandemic.” 

“Our hospital has 
gone above and 
beyond to provide 
exceptional care to 
patients and fami- 
lies in Dufferin- 
Caledon... this new 
investment is just 
one way (the 
province) is sup- 
porting high-qual- 
ity and_ timely 


BRAMPTON’S 


A le 


access to health 
care both during 
the pandemic and 
in the future.” 

The funding is 
part of a $760 mil- 
lion funding pack- 


age outlined by the 
ee to help 

ospitals continue 
to respond to the 
pandemic, and an 
additional $300 
million to reduce 


surgical backlogs. 
“The investment 
in funding will go a 
long way to ensur- 
ing our residents 
will continue to be 
able to access high 


OPEN! 


quality hospital 
services,” said 
Headwaters 
Health Care presi- 
dent and CEO Kim 
Delahunt.” 


RAMPTON 
OARD OF TRADE 


NOMINATIONS 
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Golfers tee up to raise more than $200,000 for local health care 


With golfers 
eager to get back to 
the links after a 
long hiatus due to 
COVID-19 restric- 
tions, the 14th An- 
nual Osler Open: 
Brampton Invita- 
tional was a hole in 
one. 

The sold-out 
event raised over 


$200,000 in sup- 
port of Osler’s hos- 
pitals in Brampton 
(Brampton Civic 
Hospital and Peel 
Memorial Centre 
for Health and 


Wellness). 

While the event 
looked _ different 
than in years past 
with procedures 


and protocols in 
place to protect 
ie ainst COVID-19, 
at didn’t change 
was the enthusi- 
asm and support of 
the 144 golfers who 
attended. 
Participants were 
treated to a carry- 
out breakfast be- 
fore enjoying the 


day, which was 
hosted at The Club 
at Bond Head. 

A staggered start 
enabled golfers to 
be physically dis- 
tant and safe while 
enjoying the beau- 
tiful weather and 
exciting course. 

“This has been a 
challenging and 


uncertain year for 
our staff, physi- 
cians, nurses and 


volunteers, and 
also, for our com- 
munities,” said 
Osler Foundation 
president Ken 
Mayhew. 


“One thing we 
could predict and 
count on, was that 
our supporters and 
our donors would 
be there for us. 
We're grateful and 
inspired to see the 
community come 
together for our 
Health Care He- 
roes. It has lifted 
our spirits in dark 
days and kept us 
focused on better 
days and the hope 
that lies ahead.” 

Osler Foundation 
is seeking to raise 
$1 million for the 
Compassion Fund, 
which will help 
support the most 
urgent needs of 
frontline workers, 
including wellness 


and respite re- 
sources, and equip- 
ment needs across 
all three sites. 

“The community 
Osler serves was hit 
hard by COVID-19, 
but because of gen- 
erous community 
support, our staff, 
physicians and vol- 
unteers have been 
able to rise to the 
challenges of this 
past year and be- 
come stronger 

together,” said 
William Osler pres- 
ident and CEO Dr. 
Naveed Moham- 
mad. “As pandemic 
pressures continue, 
we are cautiously 
hopeful for the fu- 
ture. Osler remains 
committed to safe, 
quality patient 
care. This is made 
possible thanks to 
the life-saving 
equipment and top 


quality _ facilities 
funded through 
events like this 
one.” 


North Dufferin Baseball returns to the field this weekend 


After the can- 
celled baseball 
season last year, 
teams in the 
North Dufferin 
Baseball League 
are set to take to 
the diamonds 
this weekend. 

Junior division 
play with a six- 
team loop will 
start their sea- 
son first with 
opening games 
on Sunday. 

The eleven 
team senior di- 
vision will start 
on July 17. 

Both divisions 
will play ten 
games in the 
regular season 


with playoffs in 
late August. The 
juniors will play 
a home and 
home series 
while the sen- 
iors will meet 
each team once. 
The Ivy 
Rangers re- 
quested a leave 
of absence for 
the year reduc- 
ing the senior 
field to eleven 


teams. 
Teams include 
Barrie, Bolton 


Brewers, Bolton 
Dodgers, Clarks- 
burg, Clearview, 
Creemore, Ivy 
Leafs, Lisle, 
Mansfield, Mid- 


land, and New 
Lowell. 

The junior loop 
expanded this 
year with entries 
from Caledon, 


Georgina, Or- 
angeville and 
Midland joining 
Creemore and 


Mansfield. The 
Orangeville 
Rockies, Orillia 
Royals and Ivy 
Blues have 
taken a leave of 
absence. 

The complete 
season schedule 


and game re- 
sults can be 

oun at 
ndbl.ca 
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Chisholm signed to Steelheads as 2019 draft pick 


The Missis- goals,1assist)in tional. Theevent recorded 5 attheend ofthe Chisholm said. 
sauga Steelheads 20 gamesduring was a _ junior points(3goals,2 month. “This has been 
have signed the campaign. showcase high- assists) in 9 "I’mthrilledto my goal _ since 
tenth round se- Most recently lighting talent games during be joining the _ being drafted, so 
lection from the 67’5”, 210- from across the thetournament. Steelheads and_ Ican’t wait to get 
2019 Callum pound left OHL, USHL, The left winger look forward to this upcoming 
Chisholm to a winger was in NAHL, and is eligible to be learning from_ season started!" 


standard player Erie for the other leagues. selected in the my new coaches 
agreement, the PBHH Invita- Chisholm 2021NHLDraft and teammates,” 
team announced 

Tuesday. 

The Richmond 
Hill, Ontario na- 
tive was origi- 
nally selected by 
the Steelheads in 
the 2019 OHL 
Priority Selec- 
tion in the tenth 
round at 194th 
overall. 

Chisholm 
played out his 
2019-20 season 
with the Toronto 
Jr. Canadiens 
Ui8, and regis- 
tered 4 points (3 


Poetry Writing Contest 


Deadline: September 30, 2021 


Submit your poetry for a chance at winning $100 1°, $75 2nd or $50 oe Indigo Gift 


Certificate prizes. 


In association with Mississauga Arts Council 


and Peel Weekly News 


For submission guidelines and to submit, 


email submissions@mississaugawritersgroup.com 


apiriters < a 4 
\é > Mississauga Writers Group 


www.niississaugawritersgroup.com 
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Caledon library branches reopen as Bolton begins renovation 


Caledon Public 
Library (CPL) an- 
nounced last week 
that partial serv- 
ices have 
restarted at six 
branches across 
the municipality, 
with the exception 
of the Albion 
Bolton — branch, 
which will be un- 
dergoing renova- 
tions. 

Partial reopen- 


ings began on Fri- 
day, and the li- 
brary system said 
it is excited to be 
welcoming cus- 
tomers back in 
branches again. 
“Customers will 
be welcome to 
browse our 
shelves, use our 
computer and 
printing capabili- 
ties, and above all, 
see their favourite 


library staff and 
neighbours in 
person,” said CPL 
chief librarian and 
CEO Colleen Lipp 
late last week. 
Masks will be re- 
quired to enter 
any library branch 
and business 
hours will remain 
unchanged. Cus- 
tomers can visit 
cpl.social/covid 
for current up- 


Shige. 


dates and avail- 
ability of services. 

Though renova- 
tions are now un- 
derway at the 
Albion Bolton 
branch, CPL said 
it is still commit- 
ted to continue 
providing access 
to library collec- 
tions through 


contactless holds 
pickup. 
“We appreciate 


the community’s 
patience during 
this work and are 
confident that the 
resulting refresh 
will be well worth 
the wait! It will 
improve CPL’s 
ability to meet the 
needs of our 
growing commu- 
nity and the shift- 
ing demands in 
library services,” 
said Lipp. “The 
benefit of these 
improvements 
will reach well be- 
yond Bolton.” 

In order to pro- 
vide more effec- 
tive and efficient 
service to CPL 
customers, 
planned improve- 
ments include the 
relocation and re- 
design of the serv- 
ice desk, creation 
of additional 
meeting space 
and consolidation 
of staff space. 

Fixtures, fin- 
ishes and furnish- 
ing will be 


updated and pub- 
lic spaces recon- 
figured to offer a 
more welcoming 
space where resi- 
dents, including 
students, seniors 
and small busi- 
ness owners, will 
feel comfortable 
learning, innovat- 
ing and connect- 
ing. 

Public access 
will be restricted 
during the first 
phase of the proj- 
ect; however, it is 
expected that 
some _ in-branch 
services will re- 
sume in early fall 
as part of the pro- 
ject’s second 
phase. 

The full renova- 
tion is anticipated 
to be completed in 


December. For 
additional infor- 
mation, cus- 


tomers can visit 
the project web- 
site at 
cpl.social/Albion- 
BoltonReno. 


Brampton B 


by Alex Gregory 


118 Brampton res- 
idents will benefit 
from refurbished bi- 
cycles, as part of a 
“community clinic’ 
that was hosted last 
week in partnership 
with Peel Police. 

The “Love Bramp- 
ton Bicycle Clinic,” 
hosted earlier this 
summer, saw mem- 
bers of the Peel Re- 
gional Police 
Divisional Mobiliza- 
tion Unit, who co- 
host the initiative 
with a number of 
community organi- 
zations including 
Love — Brampton, 
Bramalea Baptist 
Church, and Heart 
Lake Baptist 


“4 
e 


Church, spend 
timereaching out in- 
ternally within the 
organization to col- 
lect used bicycles for 
the program. 

The program fo- 
cuses on giving 
Brampton residents 
access to trans- 
portation — where 
there would other- 
wise be a barrier for 
them, Peel Polcie 
said last week. 

“Collecting used 
bicycles, making the 
required repairs and 
then delivering the 
bikes to members of 
the Brampton com- 
munity is an oppor- 
tunity for this 
dedicated team to 


icycle Clinic H 


contribute to their 
well-being,” said the 
force on Friday. 

118 bicycles in 
total were collected 
during the initiative, 
and on Saturday, 
June 26, 118 eager 
cyclists received 
their renewed 
wheels. 

Of note, four more 
bicycles received re- 
pairs in the process. 

”Now more mem- 
bers of the commu- 
nity are mobile for 
work and _ play, 
while in the process, 
sharing in the con- 
tinued effort of well- 
being and safety of 
the community,” 
Peel Police said. 


elps Needy Families 


William  Gra- 
ham is a commu- 
nity advocate and 
volunteer who 
supports the op- 
eration of free 
food tables 
throughout Peel 
Region. 


It was 5:30 a.m. 
when I got to the 
Dundas Free Food 
Table on a Sunday 
morning last 
month. 

It was dawn and 
looking like a 
beautiful, but hot 
day ahead. I have 
to love June with 
the early morn- 
ings and longer 
days, not to men- 
tion the flowers 
and trees in 
bloom. I knew 
today would be 
warm, so I needed 
to put out lots of 
water. 

I heard what 
sounded like a 
motorcycle and 
turned around to 
look. The person, 
probably in his 
late 20s parked 
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the bike. 

It had bags of his 
belongings hang- 
ing from the han- 
dle bars. I gave 
him a tuna sand- 
wich, and as he 
ate, we talked and 
I examined the 
bike, which 
looked quite dif- 
ferent. 

I recognized the 
engine as from a 
chain saw and the 
gas tank from a 
lawn mower. Most 
of the parts, in- 
cluding the cable 
were attached to 
the frame with 
hose clamps, 
which were quite 
secure. 

I was quite 
amazed at his skill 
and __ ingenuity. 
The thought that 
was in my mind, 
as it had been on 
Many occasions 
was, why is this 
bright and patient 
individual on the 
street and not ina 
shop where his 
skills would be 
appreciated. 


—e— 


Yes, WHY? 
Monday at The 
DAM table at 


about 9 a.m., a 
woman came 
along who _ has 
been seeing us for 
over a year. She 
had a bit of a 
limp, was skinny 
and looked to be 
in rough shape. 

I asked her how 
she was, and she 
said, “Not too 
good”. I saw a ter- 
rific change in her 
in a year. 

I doubt that she 
will last another 
winter. No, she 
doesn’t even have 
a social worker or 
anyone else that 
cares. She has a 
card with my wife, 
Shirley, and my 
contact informa- 
tion, but I’m sure 
she will never call. 

The weather has 
changed, as_ it 
should, and I ex- 
pect a record hot 
summer. 

Shirley and I are 
managing three 
tables now with 
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Table Talk - Recognizing the Month of June 


by William Graham, Special 


the table on King 
Street West in 
Toronto. 


This represents 
over three thou- 
sand pounds of 
food a week that 
we put on the 
table, plus at least 
an additional 
1,000 pounds at 
least those other 
good neighbours 
put on the table. 

We are eternally 
grateful to them 
for their generos- 
ity. 

Water is’ the 
most needed item, 
and we use at 
least three cases a 
day for starters. 
This will increase 
as the weather 
gets warmer. 

Last month, I 
got 12 cases of 40 
bottles at Costco. 
It fills the back 
seat, and with a 
trunkful of cans, 
that is all that car 


can carry. 
On June 19, 
Feed Mississauga 
supplied 150 


meals to the ta- 


bles. The same 
day one of the 
Knights of Colum- 
bus from St John 
of The Cross 
parish brought 50 
sandwiches, as he 
and his wife do 
each Saturday. 


This Friday and 
every Friday. 
Grand Knight 


Trevor delivers 50 
sandwiches cour- 
tesy of the Bread 
and Honey Festi- 
val group. 

Those we serve 
are eating much 
better than be- 
fore, thanks to the 
generosity of so 
many good neigh- 
bours. 

With 
Hurontario 
Dundas park 
under construc- 
tion, the homeless 
are spread out 
over a larger area. 

It was rainy, and 
I found eight of 
these individuals 
getting a bit of 
shelter from the 
rain under the 
trees behind the 


the 
and 


; ae 


<< 


= 


CIBC on 
Hurontario. 
They were happy 


to get sandwiches, 
cookies and 
water. 

It is unfortunate 
they cannot even 
get in out of the 


rain. We_ offer 
those that help us 
support the 


homeless our sin- 
cere thanks, and 
pass along the 
thanks we get 
from many of the 
grateful __recipi- 
ents. 

Between Bramp- 
ton and Missis- 
sauga, there are 
16 Free Food Ta- 
bles maintained 
by the most com- 
mitted group of 
people I have ever 
seen. They work 
together and sup- 
port each other 
and do their best 


to “Leave No 
Neighbour __ Be- 
hind.” I am 
amazed, im- 
pressed and hum- 
bled by _ their 
commitment. 
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Riverwood nets $56k grant to strengthen access to nature 


A local conser- 
vancy announced 
late last month 
that a new grant 
from the federal 
government will 
allow it to adapt 
public spaces and 


programming for 
greater access to 
nature. 

A grant of 
$56,000 from 
the Canada 
Healthy Commu- 
nities Initiative 


will support The 
Riverwood Con- 
servancy (TRC) 
in its plans to ex- 
pand nature- 
based _ learning 
and wellness op- 
portunities to 


residents of Mis- 
sissauga and be- 


yond, the 
conservancy said. 
The funding 


will allow TRC to 
revitalize nature 
trails and signage 


at Riverwood, 
enable remote in- 
ternet connectiv- 
ity for program 
instructors and 
participants from 
anywhere in the 
park, and _pur- 
chase an all-ter- 
rain wheelchair. 

Nature-based 
programs for 
children, youth, 
older adults, and 
persons with dis- 
abilities will be 
adapted to en- 
able safe in-per- 
son and virtual 
delivery through 
COVID-19 re- 
strictions and be- 
yond. 

The organiza- 
tion said the 
funding will help 
deliver programs 
that enable new- 
comers to 
Canada to con- 
nect with nature, 
and activities to 
coincide with 
Black Birders 
Week in 2022. 

“The Canada 
Healthy Commu- 


nities Initiative 
will make a huge 
difference in en- 
suring our natu- 
ral space remains 
a safe and vi- 
brant place for 
the public,” said 
Riverwood’s ex- 
ecutive director, 
Sara Wilbur- 
Collins. 

“As members of 
our community 
continue to face 
the challenges of 
COVID-19, being 
able to connect to 
nature at River- 
wood is critical to 
supporting their 
mental and phys- 
ical health.” 

The Healthy 
Communities 
Initiative is a $31 
million  invest- 
ment from the 
federal govern- 
ment to support 
communities as 
they create and 
adapt public 
spaces to. re- 
spond to the new 
realities of 
COVID-19. 
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WASAGA BEACH 

PEOPLE IN PEEL REGION HAVE HAD A 
LOVE AFFAIR WITH WASAGA BEACH 
FOR WELL OVER A CENTURY 


Are you a property owner, seasonal/part time resident 
or perhaps just someone who loves “The Beach” 
and wish to know what is happening in our once 

World Famous Beach Resort? 


Be Aware! Become Engaged! 
What's Happening in “The Beach"? 


With little or no public engagement, the current mayor & council 
are making decisions and spending taxpayers’ money. 


Changes to the once applauded Downtown Master Plan will effect Wasaga 
Beach for years to come. Our once famous Main Beach Areas are being sliced 
up and offered to developers, forever altering our historic beachfront and what 

it means to you and future generations. 


For the love of Wasaga Beach and your tax dollars... 
Be Aware! Become Engaged! 


Bp up to date with what's happening at Town Hall, local events 
& initiatives while enjoying Wasaga Beach's only truly local 
publication delivered to your inbox FREE. 


Simply email into@beachBOOSTER.com with “SUBSCRIBE” 
in the Subject Line. 


Beach BOOSTER Media Group is locally owned 
and operated in Wasaga Beach 

with offices located at: 

1 Market Lane, Suite 10, 

Wasaga Beach, ON. L9Z OB6. 

Phone: 705-241-9762 


www.beachBOOSTER.com 


See LINK to past issues here: 
www.beachBOOSTER.com/publications 


Design by Beach BOOSTER Mecia Group 
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Health and Wellness - Stepping Up 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 

What does it attended. 
mean to step up? My daughter did- 
It means to step n't knowifit would 


into your power, 
own your worth. 

So many times or 
occasions, there 
are circumstances 
that come up and 
we don’t always 
take the opportu- 
nity to step up and 
be part of what it is 
happening. 

We don’t always 
have to become in- 
volved or respond 
to every situation 
but we do need to 
make a difference 
in our own lives. 

Having children 
made me braver, 
because I needed 
to show them to 
stand up for them- 
selves like at 
school. 

My daughter was 
being bullied and I 
went to the school 
and talked to the 
principal. I could 
have ignored it, but 
my daughter was 
being hurt by a 
neighbour’s child. 
It started before 
school and it con- 
tinued in the 
school they both 


work, but the prin- 
cipal was excellent 
and took care of 
the situation. It 
showed her that it 
was alright to com- 
plain and change 
the situation. 

Nowadays, she 
works at getting 
the best for herself 
and her family. 

Look to our chil- 
dren and see what 
we need to show 
them. Lately, there 
is so much racism 
and hurt going on. 

We need to ex- 
plain to them that 
racism isn’t right, 
even though we see 
it on the news all 
the time. We can’t 
be solving life by 
taking it out on 
somebody else or 
blaming them for 
something going 
wrong. 

We are each re- 
sponsible for what 
we are doing and 
our life. We can’t 
point our finger at 
somebody else and 
blame them. We 
have to take re- 


sponsibility. 

If something is 
going wrong, then 
find a solution to 
make it better or to 
resolve it. 

I remember when 
9/11 happened, I 
sat my grandson 
down and _ we 
watched it together 
on television. I 
told him that what 
we were seeing was 
not a movie, but 
real. 

People were 
Seay ing out of 
buildings of their 
own choice and 
they were dying. 
His friend came in 
and he said to him 
that what we were 
watching was real. 

I was so surprised 
and we_ talked 
about the conse- 
quences afterwards 
and what would be 
happening. 

Life is not always 
the most pleasant, 
but know what is 
real and what isn’t. 

To step up is to be 
in your power, but 
to also be in align- 
ment. It means to 
be in your power 
and to trust that 


you are in the right 
place at the right 
time. 

Definitely, some 
events can’t be 
changed but our 
perception of what 
we are experienc- 
ing and_ seeing 
needs to be under- 
stood if we can add 


or change any- 
thing. 

Step forward and 
see what and 
where you can do 
something. You 


might only be able 
to comfort some- 
one with what they 
are going through. 

I am on three dif- 
ferent boards, and 
I am amazed how 
many complaints 
we get but no help 
from the people we 
are helping. 

They assume they 
just hand over the 
complaint and do 
nothing after that. 
I give them oppor- 
tunities to step up 
and assume some 
responsibilities in 
what the final step 
will be but no. 

They stand back 
and do nothing but 
complain about the 


next problem they 
have. We can’t do 
it all for them. 

If they step up 
and take a respon- 
sibility, even a 
small one, nothing 
we do will satisfy 
them maybe tem- 
porarily, but they 
are on to the next 
complaint. 

Here are some 
pointers that you 
can use to help you 


step up more confi- 
dently. 
- Write down 


how you positively 
affect people in 
work or life. Write 
it down, and read it 
often. Begin to 
identify what 
makes you, you. 

- Spend 15 min- 
utes every day 
meditating to get 
grounded and cen- 
tered. and quieting 
your mind. Learn 
to trust and know 
yourself through 
relaxation. 

- Learn to give 
yourself praise. It 
is about giving 
yourself self-care 
to learn confidence 
to help you in step- 
ping forward and 


REGISTER 


4th Annual 


CANADA'S 


SUMMIT 
September 21, 2021 


anes 


Disruption: Optimizing the Tech-Talent Interface 


—o- 


making a differ- 
ence in your life. 

“Stepping Up” 
may simply mean 
releasing control of 
one area of your 
life. What are you 
clinging to with 
white —_ knuckles 
that you need to re- 
lease so that you 
can take a step of 
faith? 

The very things 
that show up caus- 
ing us to step up 
and not necessarily 
to take control but 
just learn to be able 
to leave your foot- 
print there. 

We all need it. 
We need to be able 
to change our life 
and the world to be 
a better place and 
it starts with us 
every day. 

Learn to know 
your importance. 
You won't always 
know everything 
you need to but the 
fact you are there 
and responding, 
means you care. 

You can do it — 
so do it! 
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Arts on the Credit _—~ — 
Virtual Gallery presents: = 


-BrendaLaRose' == 
Solo Exhibition 


"State of Equanimity" 
July 1-31, 2021 


Thursd 
é Join us for an ea , 
Online Reception 9 7:00 - 8:00 pm 
— of 


You will meet the artist as she 
takes you through the journey of 
each of her pieces. 
- = 
The show can be viewedusinga —_ 
desktop/laptop/tablet during the month of July at: 


4 ’ 


www.artsonthecredit.ca/gallery/ 
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Cadence of Art exhibition now open for in-person viewing 


Headwaters 
Arts (HA) has fi- 
nally reopened 
the doors to the 
Headwaters Arts 
Gallery, and is 
welcome _resi- 
dents back inside 
to view, in-per- 
son, a new ex- 
hibit, Cadence of 


With all COVID 

precautions in 
place, visitors 
can see 32 works 
of art, beautifully 
hung on_ the 
gallery 
walls/space by 
18 amazing 
artists. 


The member 


exhibit explodes 
with a plethora 
of colours, pat- 
terns and subject 
matter in a vari- 
ety of mediums 
including oil, 
acrylic, water- 
colour painting, 
mixed media, 
mosaic/glass, 
sculpture, tex- 
tiles, ink and 
pencil. 

The show is an 
extraordinary 
presentation of 
each artist’s per- 
sonal, visual in- 
terpretations, 
journey and ex- 
pression of the 
internal rhythms 


that drives their 
creativity. 

“My oil paint- 
ings reflect the 
beauty, joy, 
serenity and nat- 
ural progressions 
that I find in na- 
ture in both 
urban and rural 
green spaces in 
Canada, in dif- 
ferent seasons, at 
different times of 
the day and 
night, and in 
many varieties of 
flora,” says Mary 
Perkins, one of 
the eighteen 
member artists 
in the show. 

Participants in 


this year’s show 
include Anne 
Schnurr, Debo- 
rah Powell, Del 
Foxton, Galina 
Kirsanova, Gita 
Karklins, Helen 
Duplassie, Hilde- 
garde _— Sausik, 
Marlene Bulas, 
Mary Perkins, 
Marnie Cooke, 
Michelle Eissler, 
MJ Brunet, Mary 
Lou Hurley, Pat 
Hertzberg, Patty 


Maher, Robert 
Allen, Susan 
Powell and 
Suzanne Walsh. 
Pop by and 
enjoy a visit to 
the HA Gallery at 


the Alton Mill 
Arts Centre and 
experience view- 
ing art and feel 
the pulse, rhyth- 
mic sequence, 
flow, and motion 
while you view 
the pieces in the 
Caner; in-per- 
son! 

It just might 
transport you 
into different 
worlds! And say 
hello to the 
artists exhibiting 
in this show, in- 
doors and out- 
side, under the 
new, roofed 


Annex Courtyard 
Saturday, 


this 


July 10 from 1 - 3 


p.m. 

The Headwa- 
ters Arts Gallery 
is open Wednes- 
day through Sun- 
day, from 10 a.m. 
=) p.m. 

Visitors can 
purchase — great 
art works in-per- 
son at the gallery 
or on-line and 
call to pick up 
curb side. It’s 
that easy! 

ae ee ae a 
www.headwater- 
sarts.org for 
more informa- 
tion and to view 
the show on-line. 


pring is ALC, Leave YOU O ld by as behind. 2 


Get a proper fitting, and explore all we have to offer in 


‘Take a moment to pamper yourself and shop lingerie, sleepwear,yy 


sizes 30-46 band and A-M cup! 


loungewear, slippers, and more. 
» 


chouchouchericom f= 905-271-7333 
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A Mississauga 
MPP helped a 
local food bank 
deliver baby food 
products to help 
feed 1,000 chil- 
dren, as part of a 
new community 
program. 

Rabba Fine 
Foods delivered 
baby food prod- 
ucts to The Com- 
pass, a 
Mississauga- 
based charitable 
organization de- 
voted to serving 
the vulnerable, 
on Monday, June 
28 with the help 
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of Mississauga 
Lakeshore MPP 
Rudy Cuzzetto. 
As part of the 
company’s 
Rabba Roots 
Community Pro- 
gram, the dona- 
tion aims to feed 
1,000 children in 
the community 
that are facing 
food insecurity. 


The donation 
will be distrib- 
uted through 
food __ pantries 


and meal pro- 
grams to serve 
families with 
children at risk 


—e— 


of hunger. 

“Food insecu- 
rity is an ex- 
tremely 
important issue, 
especially in our 


regions,» says 
Rima Rabba, 
spokesperson for 
Rabba Fine 
Foods. 

“It's become 


even more press- 
ing during the 


pandemic, and 
we re doing 
everything we 


can to support 
the work of local 
organizations 
like The Com- 


VIPP Rudy Cuzzetto (left) and Rima | 
~ dle) on June 28 delivered baby food 
The Compass, with the help of Trish 
market manager of The Compas 
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Rabba joins Mississauga MPP to help local food bank 


pass and Missis- 
sauga Food 
Bank.” 

“Local commu- 
nity organiza- 
tions like The 
Compass Food 
Bank have been 
on the front lines 
of our emergency 
response since 
the beginning of 
the COVID-19 
pandemic, pro- 
viding support to 
those who need it 
most,” says 
Cuzzetto. 

“(This) gener- 
ous donation of 
baby food prod- 


ucts from the 
Rabba Roots 
Community Pro- 
gram will help 
ensure that The 
Compass can 
continue to sup- 
port the most 
vulnerable in our 
community at 
this challenging 
time. I want to 
congratulate 
Rick Rabba and 
the entire Rabba 
Fine Foods team 
on their inspiring 
Ontario Spirit.” 
In 2020, The 
Compass saw a 
26 per cent in- 
crease in de- 
mand for 
services from the 
previous year. 
With the help of 
more than 270 
volunteers, the 
organization re- 
ceived some 
17,742 visits in 
2020 and dis- 
tributed more 
than 612,000 
pounds of food to 
a total of 1,131 
households. 
“The generosity 
bestowed on The 
Compass to help 
us support the 
vulnerable in our 
community is 


uplifting for the 
entire commu- 
nity,” says Mike 
Giguere, board 
chair of The 
Compass. 

“There are none 
more vulnerable 
than the very 
young in our 
midst whose 
families and 
households are 
under financial 
stress. This do- 
nation of baby 
food by Rabba is 
a boon to the 
eOmmiunity. 
Thank you to 
Rabba and our 


MPP, Rudy 
Cuzzetto.” 
Rabba invites 


all those who are 
able to make a 
donation to their 
local food bank 
to do so. 

The Compass is 
a member of The 
Mississauga 
Food Bank. For 
more informa- 
tion or to make a 
donation, visit 
thecompass.ca or 
themissis- 
saugafoodbank.o 


rg. 


Enjoy PAMA Kids Summer Staycation Days Online! 


Celebrate the 
Great Outdoors in 
July and August 
with the Peel Art 
Gallery, Museum 
and Archives 
(PAMA)! 

Each week, 
download a family 
activity featuring 
fun and creative 
ways to get out- 


side. Discover 
more about 
PAMA's collection 


and find ways to 
connect with your 
community out- 
doors. 

And there's 
more! Enjoy live 


virtual program- 
min featuring 
special guests: 

Tracks and 
Trails with Credit 
Valley Conserva- 
tion (July 21, 10 - 
11 a.m.): Let your 
imagination go 
wild and discover 
some of the crea- 
tures that live 
here by sleuthing 
for signs of tracks 
and more. 

Go on the prowl 
and discover the 
wild world of 
plants and ani- 
mals! Admission 
is $5 plus 


HST/per family, 
free for members) 

- Local Food with 
Ecosource (July 
28, 10 - 11 a.m.): 
Join PAMA and 
Ecosource as they 
prepare a fresh, 
seasonal meal to- 


gether! _Partici- 
pants will learn 
about —_ cooking 


with fresh, sea- 
sonal veggies that 
can be grown in 
Peel, and share 
recipes and tips. 
Ecosource is an 


innovative On- 
tario-based _or- 
ganization — that 


inspires the com- 
munity to become 


more environ- 
mentally respon- 
sible through 


creative public ed- 

ucation. 
Admission is 

free for this excit- 


ing event! 
- Soccer Fitness 
101 by Speed 


Training (Aug. 4, 
10 - 11 hora A 
comprehensive, 1- 
hour, soccer-spe- 
cific fitness 
workout, includ- 
ing warm-up, mo- 
bot 1 i ty. 
plyometrics, and 


strength training, 
run by Canada's 
leading _soccer- 
specific strength 
and conditionin 


coach, _ Richar 
Bucciarelli. 
Come prepared 


to train hard and 
smart. No experi- 
ence necessary! 
Admission is $5 
+HST/per family, 
free for members. 
PAMA is tem- 
orarily closed 
ue to COVID-19, 
yet still opera- 
tional on-line. 
Throughout the 
year, PAMA offers 


a variety of work- 
shops and_ pro- 
rams for all ages, 
amilies and 
adults. With so 
many __ different 
programs to 
choose from, 
PAMA has some- 
thing for every- 
one. 

PAMA is located 
at 9 Wellington 
Street, East in 
Brampton. For 
more information 
or to register for 
programs, visit 
pama.peelregion.c 
a. 
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Nurse Next Door brings retro music to community 


Award-winning 
artists Matt Zaddy 
and Heather 
Christine (known 
as the duo River 
North) will team 
up with Nurse 
Next Door Missis- 
sauga to bring the 
uplifting sounds of 
the 50’s and 60’s 
to seniors and 
Mississauga resi- 
dents this summer 
with their new 
musical presenta- 
tion, The Swingin’ 
50’s & 60’s Party. 

This _ traveling 
musical roadshow 
will make special 
appearances __ to 
seniors at Walden 
Retirement, Vil- 
lage of Erin Mead- 


ows, Parkland on 
the Glen, and King 
Gardens. 

To show their 
appreciation for 
Nurse Next Door 
Mississauga, River 
North will be host- 
ing a free public 
virtual presenta- 


tion of The 
Swingin’ 50’s & 
60’s Party on 


Sunday, Aug. 22 at 
2 p.m. on Face- 
book. 

The concert is 
open to all music 
fans and will in- 
clude Retro songs 
from the 50’s and 
60’s, _—_ including 
Motown Classics, 
songs by The Bea- 
tles, Leslie Gore, 


Frank Sinatra and 
more! 

“We are pleased 
to support Matt 
and Heather and 
share the uplifting 
sounds of the 50’s 
and 60's” with 
those in our com- 
munity that need 
it most,” explains 
Nurse Next Door 
Mississauga 
Owner Lucie 
Shaw. 

“After the suc- 
cess of our travel- 


ing musical 
collaboration in 
2020, we are 


proud to support 
River North once 
again this season. 
We are certain this 
feel-good celebra- 


tion will have au- 
diences grooving 


favourite classic 


songs.” 


event, go to face- 
book.com/River- 


along to their To watch the NorthCanada. 


= 


| 
ie 


Punjabi drug arrests an embarrassing moment for community 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


In April 2021, after 
nearly a year of op- 
erations, Canadian 
police arrested more 
than 30 people, 25 
of whom were from 
the Punjab commu- 
nity, and uncovered 
an __ international 
drug trafficking ac- 
tivity. 

In Ontario, British 
Columbia and Cali- 
fornia, the police 
carried out more 
than 50 search war- 
rants and_ seized 
about $2.3 million 
worth of drugs, in- 
cluding heroin and 
ketamine, and 48 
highly sophisticated 
firearms, alongside 
$730,000 in cash. 

The drug haul in- 
cluded 10 kilograms 
of cocaine, 8 kilo- 
grams of ketamine, 
3 kilograms of 
heroin and 2.5 kilo- 
grams of opium. 

In June, Toronto 
police again carried 
out the largest "anti- 
drug operation" in 
history, uncovering 
a criminal gang that 
spanned three coun- 
tries and_ seizing 
nearly 61 million 
Canadian dollars 
worth of drugs. Al- 
though 20 pope 
were arrested in op- 


eration, nearly half 
of them were of In- 
dian descent. 

The _ operation, 
called Project Brisa, 
lasted nearly six 
months after the in- 
vestigation began in 
Nov. 2020. 

More than 1,000 
kilograms of illegal 
drugs were seized, 
including 444 kilo- 
grams of cocaine, 
427 kilograms of 
marijuana, 182 kilo- 
grams of metham- 
phetamine, and 300 
oxycodone pills. 

The police also 
seized 21 vehicles, 
including five tow- 
ing trailers, 
$966,020 in cash 
and a gun. 

Tractor-trailers 
are used to trans- 
port drugs between 
Mexico, Canada and 
the United States. A 
number of law en- 
forcement agencies 
participated in the 
operation, including 
the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, the 
Ontario Police De- 


artment, the Cana- 
jan Border 
Services | Agenc 


(CBSA), the Yor 

Regional Police De- 
partment, the 
Windsor Police De- 


partment, the Mon- 
treal Police Depart- 
ment, and_ the 
Canadian Financial 


Transaction and Re- 
porting Analysis 
Center. 


At the same time, 
the Canadian police 
cooperated with the 
U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security 
and the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Ad- 
ministration. 

The disease has 
spread throughout 
North America. The 
drug import and ex- 

ort business has 

egun to eat into 
our Punjab commu- 
nity. 

The desire to earn 
quick money with- 
out hard work has 
pushed many Pun- 
jabi youths into 
drug trafficking ac- 
tivities. 

For around fifteen 
years, the drug busi- 
ness has been a 
problem in Punjab 
and has severely af- 


fected its youth. 
Thousands of 
youths have lost 


their lives following 
drug abuse. Thou- 
sands more have be- 
come ee gar 
impaired due_ to 
drug addiction. 


Although there are 
dozens of Punjab 
Sikhs in the drug 
smuggling gang, it 
now appears that in 
Canada and_ the 
United States, Pun- 
jabi truck drivers 

ave begun to 
smuggle drugs. This 
is a very dangerous 
trend. 

The hard work of 
the Punjabi commu- 
nity is recognized 
worldwide, and _ it 
enjoys a high repu- 
tation in Canada. 
There are many 
Sikh politicians in 
the Federation, and 
several federal cabi- 
nets are ministers. 

Each _ provincial 
government also 
has many legislators 
and ministers. Pun- 
jabi residents have 
also gained fame in 
the fields of employ- 
ment, education, IT, 
and healthcare. 

But now we see 
that part of our new 
generation is head- 
ing towards dru 

iracy — a sad an 

angerous trend. 

The promise of 
making money fast 
is luring the Punjabi 
community's new 
generation. Our so- 
cieties need to start 


—o- 


campaigning 
against this deadly 


tendency. 
There are also 
signs that Punjabi in 


the truck business 
has turned to drug 
smuggling in Cal- 
gary, Vancouver, 
and Ontario. 

After about a hun- 
dred years of hard 
work by our prede- 
cessors, we have 
achieved a strong 
position in Canada 
and other countries. 

Our families 
worked hard and 
started to live a good 
life, and everything 
is exemplary work. 
We have won a lot of 
respect in Canadian 
society. But if any- 
one wants to ruin 
the image, it only 
takes a few bad ap- 
ples. 

Our guru's advice 
is that without 
hunger and_ pa- 
tience, hunger will 
not end. Money, 
profit and popular- 
ity have led us 
astray. 

In countries such 
as Canada, we enjoy 
various conven- 
iences. Human 
rights and laws give 
us protection. Most 
of the time, we will 


not be subject to 
various forms of dis- 
crimination. 

However, partici- 
pating in illegal 
transactions __ will 
ruin our personal 
lives and put the en- 
tire Punjab Sikh 
community in an 
embarrassing situa- 
tion. 

Therefore, it is the 
duty of our families 
that in the care of 
our community, 
they should not be 
allowed to get in- 
volved in extrava- 


ant, cheap, and 
esperate pursuits. 
The Punjabi's 


caught this year, 
who have lived a 
beautiful life u 
until now, may fin 
themselves in jail 
for their misdeeds. 

The Indian Pun- 
jabi community 
came to Canada for 
a better life, better 
education, a better 
future, but this dru 
trend not only jal 
time for them; it's 
also embarrassing 
moments for the 
community it has to 
end and must stop 
to keep the commu- 
nity 'Image' brighter 
and clear. 


NOW PLAYING 
PEEL WEEKLY NEWS 


SMOOTH 
RADIO 


* i 
.. 


_ 
Music from your years 
Bd VCR SISUCIIAO SUTTER Cala usiG@: 


SICKSTETEROSISULCII AIO: 


PDN July 8, 2021_Layout 1 7/9/2021 1:16 PM Page 39 


Explore the new Brampton-Etobicoke Creek connection! 


The much-an- 
ticipated inter- 
regional 
connection on 
the Etobicoke 
Creek Recre- 
ational Trail 
from Brampton, 
to Mississauga, 
to Caledon, is 
now complete. 

Users can now 
walk, hike, or 
cycle continu- 
ously between 
the three com- 
munities. 

The new two- 
kilometre inter- 
regional 
connection fills a 
critical gap in 


the trail between 
Brampton and 
Mississauga, al- 
lowing safe pas- 
sage under 
Highway 407 
and Highway 
410, from _ the 
Kennedy Road 
Trail entrance, 
to the city limit. 
It provides a 
continuous off- 
road active 
transportation 
route that con- 
nects Lake On- 
tario and _ the 
Waterfront Trail 
to the Greenbelt 
Trail in Caledon. 
In Brampton, 


the trail passes 
through the 
downtown core, 
providing access 
to a wide range 
of cultural and 
seasonal activi- 
ties. The full 
Etobicoke Creek 
Recreational 
Trail extends ap- 
proximately 34.5 
kilometres, 
along the Etobi- 
coke Mimico 
Watershed and 
through natural 
and urban set- 
tings. 

More than 
4,000 trees and 
14,000 shrubs 


have been 
planted by the 
TRCA and City 
along the 

Kennedy Valley 
to enhance the 
environmental 
benefits of the 
trail. 

This initiative 
was a collabora- 
tive effort be- 
tween the City 
of Brampton, 
Toronto and Re- 
gion Conserva- 
tion Authority 
(TRCA), Region 
of Peel, Town of 
Caledon, City of 
Mississauga, and 
the Ministry of 


Transportation. 

The connection 
supports the 
City’s Active 
Transportation 
Master Plan, 
which aims to 
implement a 
connected _cy- 
cling and pedes- 
trian network 
across the city, 
and connect to 
neighbouring 
municipalities, 
to enable safer, 
more convenient 
travel by non- 
motorized 
modes, and pro- 
viding safe, at- 
tractive and 


connected 
cling trails. 
To learn more 
about the City’s 
Active ‘Trans- 
portation Master 
Plan, visit 
www.bramp- 
ton.ca/atp. 
Three kilome- 
tres of the Etobi- 
coke Creek 
Recreational 
Trail are spon- 
sored by Coke 
Canada Bottling, 
beginning at the 
Kennedy Road 
trail entrance 
and ending at 
the city limit. 
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Taking Care of Business - Local Artists Gain International Exposure 


by E.C. Munson 


Famous escapades 
of international art 
heists on the silver 
screen a la James 
Bond _ style aside, 
that heady and ro- 
mantic world of art 
that crosses borders 
is one that a number 
of local artists know 
full well. 

Three artist mem- 
bers of Headwaters 
Arts (HA) are in the 
world renown 
TOAF, the Toronto 
Outdoor Art Fair. 

Running through 
July 11, it is 
Canada’s largest 
and longest-running 
art fair and celebrat- 
ing its 60 th year 
with the work of 
over 400 artists and 
makers this year. 

Sherry Park of 


Brampton, Ellen 
Cameron of Or- 
angeville, and 
Eunah Cho __ of 


Toronto are exhibit- 
ing their curated 
collections at it, in 
both the virtual gal- 
leries and in person. 

The HA Gallery is 
located in the Alton 
Mill Arts Centre in 
Caledon, an enclave 
in the northwest 
corner of Peel Re- 
gion with artists’ 
studios, several gal- 
leries, and boutique 


shops. 

Park has her stu- 
dio at the ‘Mill’ and 
has been working 
hard on producing 
pieces. Her online 

resence continues 

or the entire 10 
days of the TOAF 
with a special two 
day in-person booth 
at what is being 
called the stackt 
market on July 10 - 
11, Saturday and 
Sunday, at 28 
Bathurst Street, 
100,000 square feet 
of curated art and 
open from 11 am to 
8 pm. 

As one of a rotat- 
ing group of artists 
chosen by lottery, 
people may meet 
Sherry and other 


artists while viewing 
their work. Park’s 
collection features 
her portraiture 
pieces in a range of 
sizes, including a 
few that have al- 
ready won awards 
on the international 
stage in 2020. Cho 
has had some of her 
abstract pieces cho- 
sen for a collection 
called Fuel for 
Thought, curated by 
Shaheer Zazai. 

It is a singular ho- 
nour for Cho’s work 
to be recognized 
amidst the work of 
over 400 _ other 
artists, although she 
is no stranger to the 
international art 
scene having exhib- 
ited in several cities, 


such as__ Seoul, 
Zurich, London, and 
New York over the 
past 15 years. 

Her overarchin 
theme is hope wit 
this DAWN series. It 
is reflecting what 
she feels people are 
moving towards 
aan searching 
or new beginnings 
through this pan- 
demic. 

Cameron, from 
Muir Farm in Hock- 
ley Valley, has 
moved from her 
background as a 
painter to fine art 
equestrian photog- 
raphy. One of her 
pieces has been fea- 
tured prominently 
on the TOAF site. 

The sensitivity to 


her subjects, their 
grandeur in the sce- 
nic fields and hills, 
and the light that 
she captures so ex- 
quisitely make for 
arrestingly dramatic 
pieces. 

Just a few days 
into the TOAF, it 
was announced that 
work was_ already 
selling with buyers 
from Canada and 
other countries. 

“And the _ best 
news is that people 
are buying TOAF60 
art in VR (Virtual 
Reality) from all 
over the world! It is 
a new frontier, and 
experiencing it first- 
hand is absolutely 
worthwhile.” 

With an impres- 


sive roster of talks, 
presentations, inter- 
views, and more to 
choose from every 
day, this virtual ex- 
hibition opens up 
new worlds of the 
creative expressions 
coming from all 
es of people; stu- 
ents, or emerging 
artists, to mid-ca- 
reer and established 
artists. 

Arich arts and cul- 
tural tour awaits us 
all at the TOAF this 
year. And no pass- 
ports needed to 
cross these borders 
— enjoy TOAF and 
look for Sherry 


Park, Eunah Cho, 
and Ellen 
Cameron’s works on 
the artists page. 
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ata $100,000 


S(VerSalmon — svaenhren 


ajiunesensey -s—sGRAND PRIZE 


ae & PRIZES. 


: 10 WEEKS + 10 WEEKLY WINNERS 


GARMIN. 


DAILY UPDATES 


ONE DAY TICKET - $28 

No Silver Spoon Category Option. 
SINGLE TICKET - $175 

$50 Silver Spoon Category Optional. 
FAMILY TICKET - $300 


J 
Islander $50 Silver Spoon Category Optional. 


(2 Adults & 4 Children under the age of 16) 


BOAT TICKET - $800 
Silver Spoon Category Included. 


Precision Reels 
® 
TYEE CLUB CHARTER TICKET - $900 
Silver Spoon Category Included. 
iB za 


Sufix. STREAWSIDE mM VISIT OUR 


CHARTER BOAT 
DIRECTORY 


LONG LINE DIPSY RIP 
TO PARTICIPATE & SHARE 


LAKE ONTARIO’S LARGEST EVENT! oe 


silversalmonchallenge.com 
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